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WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF CAMRA ANGLE.

As you can tell from the front cover, our beer, cider and music festival will again be taking
place in the Beggars Bridge Pub next to East Boldon Metro Station. There is some more
information online including a handy map! https://www1.camra.org.uk/event/sst-beer-cider-
festival-81092

As well as the usual news items, Inside this issue are a whole range of articles to enjoy.
Peter Tong continues his pub articles, where he focuses more on the people than the
pub; this time its The Dolly Peel in South Shields. Peter also celebrates the fact that Kath
Brain has been working at the Steamboat in South Shields for 25 years. The Wandering
Bear concludes his visit(s) to Ponteland. This year Washington is celebrating 60 years
since being designated a New Town. We look at a moment in time 10 years ago.

The Champion Beer of Britain voting for CAMRA members takes place from
September 12" Inside we look at how it works. Members are encouraged to take part. On
the subject of participation, there is news of our forthcoming Branch Awards, and our
2024 Annual General Meeting.

We celebrate pub and club awards for 2024 and the Vaux Brewery Collectibles event
that took place at Maxim Brewery. There is also a visit over the water to Darwin Brewery.
This, and previous issues, can be found online at https:/sst-arch.camra.org.uk/magazine

So, many thanks to our contributors and our advertisers, without whom it would
not be possible to produce this magazine. Enjoy the read. Ken Paul

Contributors :- Branch Brewery Liaison Officers, lan Monteith Preston, Ken Paul,
Peter Tong, Wandering Bear, Michael Wynne. All photographs are by the editor
unless stated.

The Branch would like to thank Beggar’s Bridge for hosting our last branch
meeting and The Mid Boldon Club for holding beer festival meetings.

CAMRA ANGLE is produced in house and published by the Sunderland & South
Tyneside Branch of CAMRA © 2024. Views or comments expressed in this publication
may not be necessarily those of the Editor, contributors or CAMRA. 2000 copies are
distributed across the branch and beyond. Printed by Pblprint of Drum Industrial Estate,
Chester le Street.

CONTRIBUTIONS are welcome and can be sent to :- magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
BRANCH CONTACTS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 27

ADVERTISING IN CAMRA ANGLE

We have been busy acquiring advertisers for this magazine. Without them, we would not
be able to present a printed CAMRA Angle for your enjoyment and information. Please
support them.

Our competitive rates are :-
£100 per full page,
£55 for a half page
£35 for a quarter page.

Discounts are available for taking out consecutive prepaid issues over a year.
A free design service is available. Please contact ads01@sst.camra.org.uk

CAMRA Angle 68 - Autumn 2024 - 3 www.sst.camra.org.uk



https://www1.camra.org.uk/event/sst-beer-cider-festival-81092 
https://www1.camra.org.uk/event/sst-beer-cider-festival-81092 
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/magazine

IN THIS ISSUE

Branch Awards & AGM 2024 5 Pub & Club Awards 14

Pub News 6 Icons of Commercial Road 16

Brewery News 7 Every Picture Tells A Story 18

Bottle Conditioned News 8 Champion Beer of Britain 19

Vaux Nostalgia Event 9 Darwin Brewery 20

Branch & Hertitage Website News 10 |Ponteland Part 2 22

Membership 11 | Pub Quiz 25

Kath Brain 13 | Quiz Answers 27
DIARY DATES

SEPTEMBER 2024

Darwin Open Day Friday 13t September 2- 8pm

Wear Beer 15t Birthday Saturday 215t September - Ship Isis Silksworth Row,

Sunderland, SR1 3QJ
Branch Meeting Wednesday 25" September 8pm Museum Vaults,

Silksworth Row, Sunderland, SR1 3QJ

Good Beer Guide Published Thursday 26%" September - Local Launch - Black
Horse, Rectory Bank, West Boldon, NE36 0QQ

OCTOBER 2024
Maxim Open Night Friday 4t October - 5pm -10pm Maxim Brewery,
Gladwell Rd, Rainton Bridge, Houghton, DH4 5NL

Rail Ale Trail - Tyne Valley Saturday 5" October Start Milecastle Newcastle.
Contact Robin Sanderson for details and if you wish to
attend. social@sst.camra.org.uk

NOVEMBER 2024
Maxim Open Night Friday 15t November Details as per October
Branch AGM Wednesday 20" November. Venue TBA

Look out for announcements on social media or our online FUTURE EVENTS page
https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page id=42

ADVERTISING IN CAMRA ANGLE

We have been busy acquiring advertisers for this magazine. Without them, we
would not be able to present a printed CAMRA Angle for your enjoyment and
information. Please support them.

Our competitive rates are :-
£100 per full page,
£55 for a half page
£35 for a quarter page.

Discounts are available for taking out consecutive prepaid issues over a year.
A free design service is available. Please contact ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
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Our Branch Awards

Writes lan Monteith Preston

For the attention of all Sunderland & South Tyneside CAMRA members.
Also: if you're part of the management team of a venue in our area serving cask and
craft ales and ciders, this is for your information.

Each year we award a local
Pub, Club and Cider Pub
of the Year. The winners in
each category goes forward
into the CAMRA regional
competition and hopefully
onward into the CAMRA
national final sixteen!
We also select and
nominate a number of
venues (those serving the
highest quality real ale) for
entry into the next
prestigious “CAMRA Good
Beer Guide” (GBG) ,
published in September
each year.

Earlier this year we
reviewed the processes

used by Sunderland &
South Tyneside CAMRA to
choose these venues.
Many branch members
took time to give us their
input and we looked
externally at best practises
used by other CAMRA
branches etc.

As a result after ratification
the new processes we will
use this year are
documented here:
https://camraangle.sst.camra
.org.uk/documents/2024Awar
dProcesses.pdf

So with the new
processes in mind the

timeline starts very soon
when the “2025 Good Beer
Guide” is launched on 26"
September and the 22
venues eligible for our 2025
Pub of the Year are made
public.

As branch chair |
encourage all members to
get involved in these
processes by taking part in
online nominations and by
volunteering to be a judge
in one or more of the
judging teams. Also
volunteering to be part of
the GBG selection sub-
committee.

Timeline :-

26" September

GBG 2025 published with 22 local entries

1st October

Online Pub of the Year (POTY) nomination starts (Stage 1) —
Ends 18" November.

20t November

Volunteer judges requested for 2025 PotY (Stage 2), Club of
the Year (CotY) and Cider Pub of the Year (CpotY) judging

1st December

PotY, CotY & CPotY 2025 judging starts — Ends 315t January

Mid December

Volunteers requested to join the GBG Selection sub-
committee.

1st January

GBG 2026 local selection starts

Notification of Branch Annual General Meeting 2024

Just a heads-up that our next AGM will take place on 20" November. All Officer Roles
are re-elected each year and any branch member is able to stand for any role (subject to
nomination and seconder). There are two senior posts becoming vacant this year as |
stand down from the Chair and Peter Tong from Membership Secretary. If anyone is
interested in standing for either role both Peter and myself are happy to discuss what’s

involved with you. I've certainly enjoyed three years as Chair and recommend it as a very
rewarding role. One | may consider again in a few years’ time.

lan Monteith Preston
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Pub News (https://Iwww1.camra.org.uk/pubs)

South Shields.
Licensee Kath Brain is

celebrating 25 years at The
Steamboat. This milestone

is recognised by an article
on page 13.
The closed Clover &

Wolf carried out some work

to its outside area in the
spring, and then reopened

with its previous name, The

Mile. with no real ale.

The Westoe, in Westoe
Village Conservation Area,
is undergoing a
refurbishment. Madleys in
the Town Centre closed
suddenly a few weeks ago
and remains so. It used to
be The Scotia and was
renamed Madleys towards
the end of last year.

Ryhope

The Guide Post held a
mini beer festival at the
beginning of August,
attended by a group of
branch members, below.
Featured beers included
three from Hadrian Border,
two ciders and house beer
Double Maxim on the main
bar. Host Keith Dewart is
pictured above. (Both

.

photos by Robin Sanderson
Not too far away is The
Railway Inn. It has been
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reported that this Grade Il
listed oub has one
changing real ale.

Sunderland.
The Wavendon on
Chester Road has
reinstated real ale with two
handpulls in use in June
this year.
Photo by Peter Tong

In development for two
years, The Sheepfold
Stables , on the north bank
of the River Wear close to
The Stadium of Light
opened at the beginning of

August. As well as a
couple of restaurants and
a cafe there is a bar called
The Pit Pony. However,
there is no real ale ;
mostly Vaux keg beers
and a lager along with
Maxim Samson Smooth.

Washington

The Havelock had a brief
closure this summer for a
refurbishment. This
included new paintwork
inside and out, some
replacement furniture and

an increase in the number
of cask ales to two. At the
last visit ( 7t August)
Wainwright Amber and
Timothy Taylor Landlord
were available.

West Boldon

After a lengthy closure The
Wheatsheaf has
reopened. No real ale
reported.

www.sst.camra.org.uk



Brewery News
Reports by Branch Brewery Liaison Officers (BLO’s)

Brewlab held their ‘Super
Saturday’ open day on 8
June. Two new beers
Amarillo Blonde (4%) and
Elderflower Pale (3.9%)
were available as well as
the last cask of Snowstorm
(6% white stout). Chocolate
and Hazelnut Porter (4.8%)
was available on gravity.
The event featured a
performance by Sunderland
Youth and Community
Orchestra. This open day
was the best attended so
far.

There have been two
further events with eight
new beers and a selection
of bottled student beers in
the Pilot series. The beers

on the two most recent
were Peach & Rye Saison,
BB Pale, ESB, American
Pale and Citra Blonde
(above). There are further
Taproom events on 30
August and 13 September
between 14:00 and 20:00.
You can get to Brewlab
using Go Northeast service
8 from Sunderland and
Washington half hourly

during the day and hourly in
the evening.

1 West Quay Court,
Sunderland Enterprise Park
Sunderland SR5 2TE

Maxim Brewery

The brewery are working
flat out, six days a week,
fulfilling other orders,
including Eclipse for
Wetherspoons next quarter
( Sept - Nov), keg
Lambtons for The Burton
House in Sunderland and
Samson Smooth for the
new Sheepfolds Stables,
(see previous page).

A new beer just released is
a 4.2% Pale Ale called
Motueka, brewed with New
Zealand hops Their drive
thru bottle sales are being
enhanced by the addition of
Lambtons in bottles.

The brewery hosted a
Vaux Collectibles
Nostalgia afternoon to
mark 25 years since the
Sunderland Brewery
closed. There is a picture
report on page 9 the
popular open nights
continue...see diary page 4
for the next few dates. Note
no event in September.

. Tel 0191 5848844

1 Gladwell Road, Rainton
Bridge, Houghton le Spring
DH4 5NL

North Pier Brewco

Josh Atkinson is in the
process of setting up in new
premises behind The
Queen Vic in Roker. He is
brewing two core beers :-
Wearside Blonde - a thirst
quenching 4% golden ale
with hints of orange and
citrus, and Dreamcatcher, a
4.2% Pale Ale brewed with
Chinook and Cascade
hops. There are plans to
add more core beers as the
brewery gets up to full
production. There will also
be seasonal beers and one
off specials

Back of Queen Vic,
Harbour View, Sunderland,
SR6 0PQ

Branch Brewery Liaison Officers.
Please contact them if you have an
news to share.

Stan Johnson -
northpierBLO@sst.camra.org.uk NEW

Michael Wynne -
| brewlabBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Ken Paul -
maximBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Mo Moseley-
vauxBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Steve Thompson
wearbeerBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

CAMRA Angle 68 - Autumn 2024 - 7
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Brewery News continued

Vaux Brewery

Work is continuing but
neither the new brewery at
new premises or the new
bar at the existing site
(address below) are ready
yet.

The Monk Street brewery
is largely taken up with
supplying The Sheepfold
Stables ( see also page 6)
with a keg lager that is
brewed only for Sheepfold.
Monk Street

Sunderland

SR6 0DB

Wear Beer

Brewery Liaison Officer
Steve Thompson and
Head Brewer Julio have
collaborated to a produce a

series of a podcasts
entitied Brewing
Underground. Click on the
link below :-
https://shows.acast.com/bre
wing-
underground?fbclid=lwY2xj
awEdzo1leHRuA2FIbQIxMA
ABHYYhcBjD3LF5ZzPf-
mkyUfFXDKAEXCfquB1cA3n
NQ5elhu-
dK14r4agnlw_aem_uPalgB
WgsXx2dFqlvBTQSw
There are currently two,
with new episodes
produced roughly every
month Click on the above
link to have a listen

It has been a year since
Wear Beer started
production and to mark this
occasion a new 4.3%
Cascadian Ale will be
available. There will be a

birthday celebration in The
Ship Isis on September

21 st
wearbeerbrewery@gmail.
com

26 Silksworth Row
Sunderland

SR13QJ

Regional News

It has been reported that
Anarchy Brewery of
Newcastle has been
rescued from
administration and closure
by a local consortium of
investors. Formed in 2012,
the brewery will be
renamed Anarchy Beers.

See also page 20

BOTTLE CONDITIONED NEWS

It has been widely
reported that production of
Worthington White
Shield, one of the only five
bottle conditioned beers
made in Britain in the
1970's, has once again
ceased. We hope the beer
will reappear, as before,
but this time with the
unique yeast that is used to
brew the beer being used
in the bottle to condition the
beer. Let me explain.

Back in the 1980s |
reactivated the yeast in a
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Mo Moseley Reports

bottle of White Shield and
used it to brew a beer kit I'd
got from Boots, the
chemists. The yeast gave a
definite White Shield tang
to the kit. Trying the same
thing a couple of years ago
didn’t give the same result.
Whoever was brewing
White Shield had used a
finishing yeast, which sticks
to the bottom of the bottle,
thus stopping the beer
becoming cloudy when the
yeast is stirred up. So no
White Shield tang in my

new brew.

If and when White Shield
reappears, let’'s hope the
new brewer does it
properly and uses the
original yeast for the bottle
conditioning as well as for
the brewing.

Anyone who wants to
know what is special about
White Shield yeast should
ask Dr Keith Thomas of
Brewlab here in
Sunderland

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Vaux Nostalgia Afternoon - Maxim Brewery

Ken Paul enjoys the visit , and took these photos

On July 5t 2024 Maxim
Brewery hosted a Vaux
Nostalgia afternoon, to
mark 25 years since the
Sunderland brewery
closed. We previewed the
event in the last edition of
CAMRA Angle. These
photographs were taken on
the afternoon. Thanks to

Peter Heslop for
organising the day and

displaying some of the
memorabilia he has
collected over the years.
Included in his display were
commemorative
mugs,trays, sponsored
football shirts, tankards,
ash trays and even a giant
Lambtons’s sign.

A previous evening had
been held in Chesters pub
in Sunderland,

but Peter confirmed after
this latest event it would be
the last one.

The day coincided with
a regular monthly open
night so seven of Maxim;s
cask beers were available
on the two bars.

Note the event was not
about the current Vaux
Brewery.
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More Information :- Find
Vaux Collectables on

Facebook
https://lwww.facebook.com/prof
ile.php?id=100066921744031

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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THE STEPS
Real AIe Real Pub, Real People.

UP TO 5 CHANGING REAL ALES
WE ARE IN THE 2024 GOOD BEER
GUIDE

QUIZ NIGHT:- TUESDAY 8.30 PM
WITH FREE HOT SUPPER.
DOMINOES HANDICAP 2.30 PM
EVERY SUNDAY.

ALL SPORTS SHOWN

Functions catered for.

0191 4150733
the47steps@gmail.com

47 Spout Lane, Washington
NE38 7HP. 2 Minutes walk from
Washington Village Green.

Opening Hours : Mon-Thu 3.30 pm-11 pm, Fri 3 pm - 11 pm,
Sat Noon-11 pm, Sun Noon-10.30 pm

Branch Website and Heritage Pub Website

Every year when the
branch Pub of the Year is
awarded, there is a
presentation of the branch
CAMRA Trophy (pictured).

The history of this trophy https://heritagepubs.sst.cam
has been documented for ra.org.uk/?page id=12081
the first time, including all
the winners. Click on the
link below to read and

Branch local Inventory
Nationally CAMRA are

encouraging branches to

produce a Local Inventory

arch.c-amra.orq.uk/dl.php?id of historic pubs. Terry Ford

The Heritage Pubs
Website has seen further to produce an online guide
enhancements with the
completion of the pubs and issue.
clubs in Conservation

Areas of South Tyneside

and Sunderland.

and Ken Paul are in the
process of identifying these
The immediate objective is

More news in the next
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CAMRA MEMBERSHIP - A Comparison

Peter Tong - Membership, Advertising and Sponsorship

Joining CAMRA is a great soon move in the right pubs have the membership

way to meet new friends direction again. We'd love forms together with this

people who enjoy beer, you to join us of course, so magazine, but very

travel and chat with many there is more information worthwhile and you get to

having different hobbies on the opposite page. meet all the pub owners

and interests. There is also an opportunity ~ and landlords along the
CAMRA, like many to join at our forthcoming way which | find really

groups, lost members beer festival. useful.

during lockdown and we It's hard but enjoyable

hope that the figures will work making sure all the

Here are the up-to-date membership figures both nationally and locally with the branches
most local to us also listed. The figures in brackets are where we were twelve months
ago.
National 147,657 (152,511)
Sunderland & South Tyneside 576 (560)
Tyneside & Northumberland 1602 (1702)
Durham 669 (690)
Cleveland 614 (657)
Darlington 338 (342)

THE
AWARD WINNING

BREWERY




Be part of the
CAMRA story

Real ale is just the start...

To thank you for being a hero

In our story, you receive great
membership benefits, suchas
Hnﬁm thm '“
BEER access tothe
online news platform What's
discounts._. just o lew perks




Kath Brain - 25 Not Out

Words and Picture by Peter Tong

I think one of the special
things about my role in
CAMRA is meeting all the
folk who run our pubs and
getting to know them. This
is something that CAMRA
needs to do more, in my
opinion, and it is really
worthwhile.

Kath Brain and | have been
friends for a good, few
years and certainly from
before she took over at The
Steamboat in South
Shields.

In the late 90's and at a
mere 18 years old Kath
started work behind the bar
of the Westoe Pub in South
Shields which was closely
followed by stints at other
Shields hostelries, The
Douglas Vaults, The
Lookout and The Masonic
Hall.

Arriving at the Steamboat
on Mill Dam on 9th August
1999 (when a pint was less
than £2), under the
stewardship of the late Joe
Mooney, little was she to
know that some 21 years
later she would sign up for
the pub pretty much in the
middle of a pandemic and
go on to stamp her mark on
the place, continue to sell
great beer and look after
her loyal customers.

Folk like Charlie Carr and
lan Nelson have been
trusted regulars for a very
long time and although |
wouldn't say The
Steamboat is my local, | do
love the place, its ambiance
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and how it just keeps going,
welcoming customers old
and new.

Seven changing real ales,
one usually available from a
wooden cask, a real cider,
four lagers and much more,
well, what is not to like. As
most pubs tried to sell
different gins, Kath went
down the "rum route" and
now has 130 or so to
choose from!

Over the years the pub
and Kath have won
numerous CAMRA awards
including the North East
Regional Pub Of The Year
in 2015 and 2016,
Sunderland & South
Tyneside Pub Of The Year
eight times since 2008 and
runner-up three times.
When asked what was her
proudest award Kath says
"It has to be the CAMRA
50th Anniversary Gold
Award, presented in 2021,
the only pub in the North
East to receive such an
accolade!"

It is the current “Society For
The Preservation Of Beers
From The Wood” Pub Of
The Year for 2023.

All of this confirms there
has been plenty going on
during Kath’s tenure and |
for one have tried to
support her afternoon teas,
wine and cheese events
(usually drinking beer) and
other fund raising nights of
which there have been
many, all for good causes
in and around South
Tyneside.

Ably assisted by her Bar
Manager and friend Amber
Rannigan the future is
definitely bright but there is
always room to squeeze a
few more in. Live music
nights, good chat, a
jukebox, great beer and
spirits, this pub has got
everything!

While many of us CAMRA
members have supported
Kath, she has always
supported us with
advertising and
sponsorship so I'd like to
thank her for that. which is
very much appreciated.
Congratulations on
reaching 25 years at The
Steamboat and here's
hoping for many more from
all your friends and CAMRA
members.

https://www1.camra.org.uk/
pubs/steamboat-south-
shields-192657

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Pub & Club of the Year Awards 2024

CAMRA members from and Regional Cider Pub of
the five North East Region the Year for 2024

Branches were out and The North East Regional
about this summer judging Pub of the Year is the

for the Regional Pub of the Durham Branch POTY,
Year (POTY), Regional The Grey Horse in

Club of the Year ( COTY) Consett. The Golden
Smog Stockton, in
the Cleveland Branch
is the runner up. This
result is a repeat of
2023.

| The Regional Club

| of the Year is last

| years winner, The

4 Mid Boldon Club.

Mid Boldon Club photo by
Steve Drummond

The runner up was Congratulations to all
Tanfield Lea Working ~ winners.
Men’s Club in

Grey Horse photo by Terry Ford County Durham.

Report and photos by Ken Paul

The winner of the
2024 North East
Regional Cider
POTY competition is
the Station House,
Durham. The other
entries were Wor
Local, Prudhoe; The
Avenue,
Sunderland and the
Half Moon,

oona00

Darlington. Bill

Wilkinson, The

North East Regional . ]

Cider Coordinator arranged ~ Surprise move Regional
for this recognition to take Director Hubert Gieschen
place at The Station House ~ Presented Bill with a

on August 3. This certificate in recognition of
presentation to our hosts 13 years in the role. The

Susie and Chris Mansfield ~ baton has been passed to
would mark the end of Bill's ~ Steve Clough as Regional
role as Coordinator and ina  Cider Coordinator.
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The Icons of Commercial Road

Words and Pictures by Peter Tong

The Dolly Peel in South
Shields is one of my
favourite pubs. It's iconic
and | well remember
visiting there in the mid
nineties having just re-
located from Leeds. In
those days on a Friday
night you pretty much had
to push yourself in, such
was its popularity. Since
those days my life has
changed a lot but the Dolly
is still open for business
and serving thirsty punters.

| think it's always served
real ale and it's well known
for its fantastic pint of
Timothy Taylor's Landlord.
Obviously they (Landlords
and Landladies) come and
go and for a time in the
early 2010's, there were
lots.

On 2nd April 2024 Karen
McKellar (pictured) took
the reins,ably assisted by
husband Chris who runs
The Voyager and it's true to
say as a husband and wife
team they are the perfect fit
to run two watering holes in
the town, both very
different.

Back in 1985 | worked in
a pub in Leeds, The
Fernlea run by Eric and
Dorothy Armstrong. They
were older than Karen and
Chris are now, but were
perfect to run a pub where
everybody knew everybody
else. The Dolly Peel has
that feel to it but, as a
stranger you are always
afforded a warm welcome.
Karen reminds me a lot of
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Dorothy who was known as
the icon, a happy
personality with a lovely
smile and someone you'd
enjoy spending time with.
However, back to Karen
who started working behind
the Bar at The Lord Clyde
in Western Approach (one
of many lost pubs of South
Shields) in 2006 when she
was 18 years old. Since
then she has worked at
The Maltings, The
Steamboat, The Alum
House and The Lambton
Arms, She was a barmaid
at another iconic place, The
Rose & Crown (The Rosie)
in 2008 and was there until
closure in 2019. The
Harbour Lights was next

with husband Chris
remaining there until
September 2023. So quite
a journey for Karen but she
is now the temporary
manager at the Dolly until
Punch Taverns decide its
future.

Real Ale sales are up
(Landlord now has
competition with another
ale on offer) and the hope
is for customer numbers to
rise. | asked Karen which
was her favourite pub of all
those she's worked at. "It
has to be The Rosie" she
said "and it's lovely that
some of the clientele there
are now Dolly Peel
customers. Even though
the Rosie was gone | felt
very much at home when |
came through the Dolly
Peel's door for the first time
and | hope my temporary
position will become
permanent ; I'd love that."

So, if you haven't been to
the Dolly Peel for a while
maybe it's time to give it a
try and experience it for
yourself. You may also spot
little bits of The Rosie.
Karen is busy training for
the Great North Run in
memory of her Auntie Ann
with sponsorship going
towards The British Heart
Foundation. All
contributions gratefully
received. Another good
reason to visit.

https://www1.camra.org.uk/p
ubs/dolly-peel-south-
shields-192642

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT CASK ALE,
WITH 6 X CONSTANTLY CHANGING
HANDPULLS FROM RENOWNED
LOCAL & NATIONAL BREWERS

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL CASK FOR
CAMRA MEMBERS

100% HOMEMADE FOOD SERVED DAILY

SUNDERLAND SR2 7AW
0191 567 3399
5 MINUTES WALK FROM PARK LANE INTERCHANGE

VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR REGULAR UPDATES
https://www.facebook.com/ThelvyHousePubSunderland




Every Picture Tells A Story

Ken Paul looks back, with thanks to Richie Freeman

This photograph
was taken in The Sir ;i
William de

Wessyngton on 20t

occasion was the
ebration of
Washington New
Town’s 50t year. The
then manager, Richie [
Freeman ( pictured)
entered into the spirit
of the occasion and
set up a temporary
bar near the front of
the pub. So what can this
picture tell us?

The actual bar was
borrowed from Maxim
Brewery ; it can still be
seen in the brewery on
open nights. The two
handpulls are specially
badged cask ales. The one
on the left in the picture,
called “50" Washington
Gold Celebration Ale” was
actually a re badged Wards
Best Bitter. This is still
brewed by Maxim, but only
on an occasional basis. The
one on the right,

“ Welcome to Washington
Village”, was a re badged
Rivet Catcher by the now
defunct Jarrow Brewery.
They ceased operations in
2015.

Displayed on the bar on
the left is the original
Washington Real Ale
Trail, produced by the
Sunderland & South
Tyneside Branch to honour
these 50t celebrations.
This trail has gone through
several updates through the

CAMRA Angle 68 - Autumn 2024 - 18

headed down Spout Lane
to The Steps, and the
Washington Arms in
Washington Village. There
is then a lengthy walk to
Biddick Village and The
Sandpiper. This pub is now
a hairdressing salon.
Continuing south finds us in
The Courtyard and then
onto the Riverside where
you will find The Biddick
and The Havelock. Other

Washington
Roal Ale Trail

pubs mentioned were
Wearside Farm, Mill
House, Toby Carvery
and Champs. Only the
Wearside Farm now
sells real ale.

Turning to the
magazines on the right
the bar, these are
copies of Issue 37 of
CAMRA Angle, which
had just been
published. The front
cover advertised the
forthcoming
Sunderland Octoberfest.
The main features of this
issue were actually the
Real Ale trail and a more
detailed look at the pubs
featured in the leaflet.
There was also a feature
article about a tour of the
southern fringe of the
branch; namely Ryhope,
Seaham and Seaton. One
advertiser was The Cross
Arms Hotel in South
Shields Town Centre. The
pub no longer exists, being
demolished to make way
for a redevelopment.

More Information :-
The Washington Real
Ale Trail can be
downloaded from here

https://sst-

arch.camra.org.uk/dl.php?i
d=66559

CAMRA Angle 37,
and others can be

found here :-
https://camraangle.sst.ca
mra.org.uk/documents/Iss

ue37.pdf

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Nominations to open for CAMRA’s Champion Beer of Britain

Nominations will be

opening on Thursday

September 12th for
CAMRA members to vote in

the Champion Beer of
Britain 2026 award.
Members are being invited
to have their say on which
beers are their champions
or the cream of the crop.

Once nominations close
in November, regional
heats will take place across
the country before the final
judging and announcement
in 2026. All beer judging

adheres to a vigilant blind
tasting process. Last year,
Elland Brewery’s 1872
Porter was crowned overall
winner, and previous
winners include Surrey
Hills’ Shere Drop and
Siren’s Broken Dream
Breakfast Stout.

Members will be able to
vote using the voting portal
across a range of different
categories. If you are not a
member, why not join the
Campaign today to
nominate your favourite
beer and enjoy all the
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benefits of a CAMRA
membership too?

Winning the prestigious
title is the ultimate honour
for UK breweries and has
helped many brewers gain
both national and
international acclaim.

Beer lovers will have until
midnight on November 4th
to make their submission :-
https://cbob.camra.org.uk/ and
then can choose up to five
beers across each of the
categories.

This initial vote is
exclusive to CAMRA
members. As well as
getting to vote for their
favourite beers, a CAMRA
membership also provides
a host of benefits, from
enjoying social events
organised by a local
CAMRA branch and
volunteering at beer
festivals, to taking part in
grassroots campaigning
efforts.

CAMRA'’s tasting panels
also provide nominations
after rigorous assessments
of beers. Sign up to
become a taste panellist
(scroll down to the Beer

tasters needed panel)
https://camra.org.uk/what-we-
do/champion-beer-of-britain/
Members are also invited to

train up as beer judges to
take part in regional heats
and national finals, giving
them the unique opportunity
to sample some of the best
beers across the UK. Find
details of beer judging
training here:-
https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-

The beer style categories
for Champion Beer of
Britain are:

Milds: up to and including
4% ABV

Session Bitters: up to and
including 4.3% ABV.

Premium Bitters: 4.4% —
6.4% ABV.

Session Pale, Blond and
Golden Ales: up to and
including 4.3% ABV.

Premium Pale, Blond and
Golden Ales: 4.4% — 6.4%
ABV.

British & New World IPAs:
5.5% and above.

Brown and Red Ales, Old
Ales and Strong Milds: Up
to 6.4%.

Session Stouts and
Porters: up to and
including 4.9% ABV.

Strong Stouts and Porters
including Imperial Stouts
and Baltic Porters: 5.0%
ABV and above.

Barley Wines and Strong
Ales: 6.5% and above.
Speciality Beers —
differently produced.
Speciality Beers —
flavoured.

Editors note :- The
photograph above was
taken at CAMRA’s Winter
Beer Festival in Burton in
February 2024, not long
after Elland Brewery
closed. The cask may well
have been the last one, so
| had to try some!

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Words and Pictures by Michael Wynne- CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer

Darwin Brewery was
founded in Sunderland in
1994 as part of Brewlab;
a school of Brewing
attached to Sunderland
University. It was located
in a prefab on the
Chester Road campus.

In 2010, both moved to
a purpose-built facility at
West Quay on the north of
the Wear. At the same time,
Brewlab became
independent of the
university owned by
founder Dr Keith Thomas.

Darwin had an identity
crisis with brewing being
carried out by Brewlab staff
and students and
availability was sporadic.
Despite this, their
Extinction Barley Wine
won a bronze medal in the
Champion Winter Beer of
Britain competition in 2015.
In 2019, Gavin (Gav)
Sutherland joined the
company as Darwin
Brewery Development
Manager, and he ran
Darwin as an autonomous
part of Brewlab.

People in the area were
not aware of Darwin’s
existence and the
organisation was perceived
as somewhere that
‘students were taught how
to make beer. Darwin beers
were now produced
regularly, and the profile
had an immediate increase.

In 2022, Dr Thomas
planned to retire, and
Darwin was sold to Ewan
McCann of Three Kings
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Brewery in North Shields,
and Darwin moved across
the Tyne to the Prospect
Terrace site.

| went to North Shields to
meet Gav in July to get
information to write this
piece. | started by asking
Gav about the background
of the move to North
Shields.

Although the premises
and plant are shared with
Three Kings, Darwin is a
separate business and Gav

remains in control of
Darwin. Each brewery has
its own bonded store for
Revenue and Customs.
Sharing premises means
better use of gas and
electricity and there are
benefits in shared
distribution and delivery.
The brewing capacity at

Three Kings is much
bigger and each

| produce 2 10bl brews
a week.

The core range is
always available, and
there are frequent
special beers. The
most recent seasonal
beer is 4.3% pale ale
called Hearts Alive brewed
with Progress, Simcoe,
Crystal, and Huell Melon
hops.

The increased brewing
capacity means there has
been greater sales and
beers are now available
further afield through
wholesalers. While | was
there, Wensleydale
Brewery was delivering
their beers and collecting
Darwin and Three Kings
beers for distribution in the
Dales.

Darwin’s core beers are
Expedition (3.9% pale ale),
Evolution (4% bitter),
Beagle Blonde (4.1%
blonde ale), Rare Stout
(renamed Chocolate and
Vanilla Stout 5%) and
Rolling Hitch (5.2% pale).
Tall Ship completes the
range a 4.1% lager
available in keg.

Unfortunately, former
favourites Flag Porter and
Extinction barley wine are
not part of the portfolio as
Dr Thomas remains the
owner of those beers.

Thanks to Gav for putting
up with me. This article will
also appear in Canny
Bevvy.

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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Ponteland - Part 2

The Wandering Bear returns to Ponteland - part 1 can be found in CAMRA
Angle Issue 67 ( Page 22) https://sst-arch.camra.orq.uk/dl.php?id=221961

As part a wedding

There are large

anniversary weekend |
took the family to The
Blackbird ( pictured
right) for Sunday
lunch. | had booked a
table as a surprise
treat for my long
suffering wife.

As | was eating and
had the kids, | wasn’t
able to fully check the place
out but | think | had enough
of a look around to get a
feel for it. The good news is
that five handpulls were
available; two from Rigg
and Furrow, two house ales
(Blackbird Bitter - brewed
by Hardy & Hanson's and
Blackbird IPA - rebadged
Greene King IPA ) and
Doom Bar. | settled for Run
Hop Run from Rigg and
Furrow

We were duly seated and
we ordered our bait... roast
turkey for the wife, nuggets
for the kids and Vegetable
Roast for me. The food
was delicious and the
service was excellent;
polite and friendly staff who
couldn’t do enough for us.
The pub was busy, mainly
with other diners and there
was a delightful hum of
chitchat creating the
ambience. | couldn’t
recommend it highly
enough.

The building, which is in
North Road just off the
village main street, is old,
very old, and has been
around for hundreds of

years. There is an
interesting piece on the pub
website about the history of
The Blackbird -

https://www.theblackbirdpon
teland.co.uk/history

Although redecorated
and very clean and tidy
inside, small reminders of
its age can be seen by way
of the fireplaces, the
windows etc. | suspect we
were seated in the old part
of the pub, previously the
castle on the left as you
enter the building.

outside spaces with
| seating available, at
i the front near the main
road, at the side near
the car park and to the
rear where there is a
grassed area for the
kids to play.

| recall seeing a Cask
Marque accreditation
sign on the door, and | can
confirm that my pint was
excellent. They also
advertised a Tourism
Award as Pub of the Year
for 2022 but | don’t know
the categories or
requirements for such an
award.

To summarise then, a
place | had driven past
numerous times when
passing through Ponteland
and it was a pleasure to
finally be able to get inside.
Food and drink were
superb, the family enjoyed
themselves and it was a
privilege to be able to sit

inside such an historic
building.

Fast forward a year! And
I'm now back in Ponteland
on a work refresher
course, this time visiting
The Seven Stars (left)
and The Diamond.

Continuea
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First off, the Seven
Stars on the Main
Street. | believe this
place to be named after
a constellation,
although I'm not aware
of the significance. A
pint of Landlord was
£4.30 and after a long
day being spoken to |
sat down at the high
tables and was finally
able to switch off for a
bit.

As well as Landlord, | had
the choice of Wainwright
and Tyneside Blonde as
well. It appears Ponteland
is well catered for in the
real ale department! A
large, roomy pub, the bar is
on the right as you enter,
with seating all around. A
large tv screen dominates
one area, but there are
plenty of other seating
options depending on what
your mood is. The walls
showcase exposed
brickwork, there are timber
details and the floor is
either wooden or carpeted
around the seating areas.
Maps showing the local
area as it was in the 1800’s
are on the walls and how
Ponteland has grown!

There are large doors at
the far end of the room
which led to a covered
garden area. | visited on a
Monday at 4pm and it was
busy with locals enjoying
the 60’s music playing in
the background. There is
live music advertised on
their social media, and it
appears to be a very
popular community pub.
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The following day, after
another day of PowerPoint
presentations, | ventured to
The Diamond Inn,
pictured above. I've always
wanted to visit, as it looks
so old from the outside.

The building is a pub
and a hotel, situated at the
crossroads adjacent to the
bridge over the River Pont.
It has stained glass
windows and a ‘Stewart’
look. Built in the 1700’s as
a coaching inn, a 2022
refurbishment has left it
looking very smart indeed.

The bar is in front of you
as you walk in, with seating
left and right, and further
seating around the side.
There is an outside area
accessed via this route, and
stairs to the hotel can be
found here too. There are
real fires and the building is
very cosy with its dim
lighting and low ceiling,
however, is sufficiently lit
due to the natural light
coming through the large
windows.

| bought a pint of
Oakham Citra for £4.40,

three other ales were

available. Copies
of Canny Bevvy
were available on
the bar, one of
which | picked up
and had a good
read of. The
Diamond is dog-
friendly, and food
is available.

I'm told some of
the Newcastle
United footballers
who live locally
frequent here but | can’t
confirm. Also known as
‘The Rock’ (not sure
why?!), I had a very nice
hour there and look forward
to visiting again soon.

Ponteland has so much to
offer, and I'm sure there
may be other places that
sell real ale but this Wander
of many Wanders has
come to an end.

Editors Note :-

There are two other venues
to consider when visiting
the village :- The Pont Tap
Micropub and The Flying
Gang Micro Brewery. The
former is in the village
centre,while the brewery
has a tap room which only
opens Friday evenings and
weekends. It is located in
Meadowfields Industrial
Estate less than 10 minutes
walk from the Main Street.
More information about the
pubs mentioned can be
found here :-
https://www1.camra.org.uk/p
ubs/place/ponteland-
139127?sort=nearest

www.sst.camra.org.uk
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CAMRA Discounts and Loyalty Cards

Branch pubs and clubs that offer either a discount scheme, loyalty card or accept
CAMRA 50p vouchers. Loyalty cards are available to all reqular customers, not just

pubsofficer@sst.camra.org

CAMRA members. If you have any updates please email:-

uk For discounts,please show your Membership Card.

East Boldon - Grey House -
50p off voucher & loyalty
card

Sunderland North

Sunderland Centre (contd)

East Herrington - Board Inn
50p off voucher

Avenue - 20p off a pint

Dun Cow - 10% discount

Hebburn - Longship - 10%
discount & loyalty card.

Blue Bell - 10% off for card
carrying members OR 50p
CAMRA Voucher ( not both)

Ivy House - 10% discount

Houghton le Spring - Wild
Boar - 50p off voucher

New Derby - Ask about
loyalty card

Keel Tavern - 10% discount

Ryhope - Guide Post- 10%
discount

Sunderland Centre

Peacock - 10% discount

South Shields

Chaplins - 10% disc &
loyalty card

Saltgrass - Mon cask ale
club 25% discount

Bamburgh - 10% discount

Chesters - 50p off voucher
and loyalty card

William Jameson - 50p off
voucher

Fountain 10% discount

Cooper Rose - 50p off
voucher

Washington

Maltings - 10% discount

Deptford Bank Loyalty
Card

Marine - loyalty card

The Courtyard 10% discount

Ship Isis, King’s Arms and
Saltgrass - buy 9 pints get
10t free.

Wouldhave - 50p off

Sir William de Wessyngton -
50p off Voucher

Pubs also offer 20p off a pint
for CAMRA members

voucher

Washington Arms - 50p off
voucher

TRADING STANDARDS

should mention it to the pub
management in the first insta

Standards Office.

If you have any complaint about your
beer or cider, such as poor quality, short
measures or no price list displayed, you

need to pursue the compliant further, we
recommend contacting the local Trading

Contact details are given below :-

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION

Some useful contact details for Tyne &
Wear Metro and local bus services.

Arriva -

nce. If you (/0344 800 44 11

www.arrivabus.co.uk /north-
east/

Go North East -
0191 420 5050

https://www.gonortheast.co.
uk/services

Nexus ( Metro &
Buses) - 0191

Www.nexus.org.uk/

https://www.southtyneside.
'?'\?#I-ETIDE gov.uk/article/68067/Make- 2020747
a-complaint Stagecoach - www.stagecoachbus.
SUNDERLAND | Citizens Advice 0191 566 0231 comlabodnorti-east
consumer helpline: || Traveline North East | www.travelinenortheast.
0808 223 1133 0871 2002233 Info
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Pub Quiz ( Answers on Page 27)
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Developed for TV in the 1950's Lazy Bones was the first what?

Which former tennis commentator’s auto biography was called “ Oh | Say”?
Cardigan Bay is part of which sea off the Welsh Coast?

What annual event starts in Blackheath and ends at The Mall?

Lionel Richie was the main singer and songwriter in which group?

Name the football team who play their home games at Pitodrie.

The Bering Strait separates Russia from which US State?

In the film of the same name, did Susan Sarandon play Thelma or Louise?

© 00 N O O A WO DN

What was the former name for Sellafield?

N
o

Who sang the theme song to the film, What's New Pussycat?

=N
-

In the (mostly) black and white film Schindlers List, what was the colour of the
little girls coat?

12  What was John Travolta carrying during the opening scenes of Saturday Night
Fever?

13  Who took over as lead singer of Genesis when Peter Gabriel departed?
14 Which one of the Seven Dwarves was the only without a beard?

15  And which one had the biggest nose?

16 In the Enid Blyton Famous Five books, what was the name of the dog?

17 The island of Brownsea, which featured in one of her books, is off the coast of
which county?

18  Which island nation is served by Changi Airport?

19  Who drew Middlesbrough to play Peterborough in The Rumbelows Cup live on
TV in 19927

20  What was the only item of clothing worn by ventriloquist dummy Orville the
Duck?

L@cAle

https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=2126
Locale promotes pubs stocking locally brewed ale in order to reduce the number of beer
miles from brewery to cellar. Online is a list of those in our branch that sell beer brewed in
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear and County Durham. If you have any updates please
email the branch Pubs Officer sst.pubsofficer@gmailcom
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Branch Contact Information

General Contact

contact@sst.camra.org.uk

Chairman lan Monteith-Preston | chair@sst.camra.org.uk
Secretary Lynn Dobson secretary@sst.camra.org.uk
Treasurer Steve Drummond treasurer@sst.camra.org.uk
Membership Peter Tong members@sst.camra.org.uk
Magazine Editor Ken Paul magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Peter Tong ad01@sst.camra.org.uk
Webmaster lan Monteith-Preston |webmin@sst.camra.org.uk

Social Media

Stan Johnson

Socialmedia@sst.camra.org.uk

Public Affairs

Michael Wynne

publicaffairs@sst.camra.org.uk)

Pubs Ken Paul pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk
Clubs Sid Dobson clubs@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs Protection lan Monteith-Preston | ppo@sst.camra.org.uk

Cider Rep. Steve Clough cider@sst.camra.org.uk

Social Secretary

Robin Sanderson

social@sst.camra.org.uk

Branch Heritage Pubs

admin.team@heritagepubs.sst.camra.org.uk

Branch Heritage Pubs Website

https://heritagepubs.sst.camra.org.uk/ -

BRANCH SOCIAL MEDIA DETAILS

PRESS & MEDIA CONTACTS

Twitter: @SST_CAMRA

Facebook:

Michael Wynne, lan Monteith-Preston,
Stan Johnson, Ken Paul.
press@sst.camra.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAM
RA/ (Discussion Group)

Instagram:
https://instagram.com/sst_camra

For more details see
https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?pag
e id=32

Quiz Answers
1 | Remote control 11 | Red
2 | Dan Maskell 12 | Tin of paint
3 |Irish Sea 13 | Phil Collins
4 | London Marathon 14 | Dopey
5 | The Commodores 15 | Grumpy
6 | Aberdeen 16 | Timmy
7 | Alaska 17 | Dorset
8 |Louise 18 | Singapore
9 | Windscale 19 | Donald Trump - (On Saint & Greavsie)
10 | Tom Jones 20 | A nappy
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