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REMINDER NOTICE OF BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING.
The Sunderland and South Tyneside Annual General Meeting will
take place on Wednesday, 13th October at 7.30 p.m.
The venue is :The Ship Isis, 26 Silksworth Row, Sunderland, SR1 3QJ
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A MESSAGE FROM MICHAEL WYNNE BRANCH CHAIRMAN
I joined CAMRA in 1990 and was happy
to receive my copy of What’s Brewing
and get free admission to the beer
festivals we visited. Then, in 1997, 1
went to my first branch meeting in the
Grey Horse, East Boldon. This was the
start of my association with the
Sunderland and South Tyneside
Branch.
At the next Annual General Meeting
(AGM), I volunteered to be membership
secretary. I was handed the membership records which were printed on A4
paper in a ring binder. In those days,
records were all paper and we received
address labels for all new and lapsed
members. There were around 170
members at that time.
By the time of the next AGM, the branch
chair decided not to stand again, and I
put myself forward to take the chair.
In 1999, we had no website, no branch
magazine. had not run a beer festival
since 1992 and Vaux Brewery had
closed.
Although we had no festival, I was keen
to find out about the working of a beer
festival, and I volunteered for the
Newcastle Beer Festival for the first
time in 1998, and by 2003, I had been
invited to be one of the bar managers. I
have worked at every Newcastle Beer
Festival since. I have also volunteered
at Durham Beer Festival and in 2003,
we went on holiday to Northern Ireland
and spent two days volunteering at the
revived Belfast Beer Festival.

Our magazine, CAMRA Angle first
appeared in 2002 to mark the 25th
anniversary of the branch.
When Bull Lane Brewery opened in
2005, I became their Brewery Liaison
Officer (BLO) and held that role until it
closed. Subsequently, I accepted the
role of BLO at Darwin.
Before the pandemic hit, we were
optimistic of reaching 700 members.
Alas, it was not to be.
Our last meeting was our Annual
General Meeting at The Marine in South
Shields, where I presented them with
their Pub of the Year certificate and
trophy and yet another photo in a local
newspaper.
When everything shut down in March
2020, I missed the esprit de corps of the
branch, but the longer it went on, my
enthusiasm waned, and I have decided,
after 22 years in the chair, to stand
down. My last meeting in the chair will
be the delayed AGM at The Ship Isis on
13 October.
I have made many friends, been to
places I would not otherwise have been
to and had lots of fun.
I will continue to be involved in the
branch and region and would like to
thank everyone who has helped during
my time in charge.

3 - SUNDERLAND and SOUTH TYNESIDE - CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - OCTOBER 2021

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
It's been good to finally meet up with CAMRA colleagues over the past couple of
weeks and to discuss the way forward. Obviously these are early days and we
need to see our membership numbers changing from negatives to positives as
quickly as possible. Please continue to mention the benefits of CAMRA to your
friends and colleagues and if your membership has lapsed during the pandemic,
hopefully now is the time to come back to us.
Nationally we have lost almost 30,000 members since March 2020 (15% of the
membership) with local branches losing between 14% and 18%. I hope to see as
many members as possible at the forthcoming AGM on 13th October at the Ship
Isis and if you are joining for the first time I'll have the paperwork ready!
The all important membership figures stand at :
National
Sunderland & South Tyneside
Durham
Tyneside & Northumberland
Darlington
Cleveland

162,893
540
709
1721
394
733

In the last 30 days we have gained 612 members nationally but lost 1,692, so
there is still a long way to go to get to where we were 18 months ago.
Peter Tong Membership Secretary, SouthTyneside/Sunderland
CAMRA membership have renegotiated with Greene King their 10% discount off
real ale
for CAMRA
members.
The company
has theseTyneside
real ales pubs
in this
Peter
Tong,
Membership
Secretary,
Sunderland/Sth
CAMRA
branch :-● Bamburgh - South Shields
● Ben Lomond - Jarrow
● Fountain - South Shields
● New Derby - Roker
● Prince of Wales - Jarrow.
Production of CAMRA membership card is required.
Regional Pub News Page 5
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PUB PROTECTION OFFICER REPORT
This has been a quiet month from a PPO
viewpoint.
The change of use application
mentioned last month to convert the
Wear Tavern, Sunderland (Formally the
Pallion Inn) into shops & flats remains
outstanding.

A new change of use application has
been lodged for The Dun Cow,
Sunderland to convert the 2nd floor flat
to office use for the pub’s owners. There
are no structural changes but several
doors on the premises are being
upgraded to a higher fire safety
standard as part of the change. Both
these applications are with Sunderland
Council.
The Dun Cow is also mentioned in the
September bulletin of CAMRA’s Pub
Heritage Group.

https://pubheritage.camra.org.uk/bulle
tins/pub-heritage-bulletin-224-sep
2021

South Tyneside Council has approved a
change to a listed building allowing The
Alum House to extend its external
decking to the back of the pub
overlooking the River Tyne.
As always: If you hear of any pub closing
please let me know. Also if you belong to
a group or know of any group fighting to
save their local get in touch as soon as
possible. CAMRA have resources to help
your fight.

More pub news next page.

Ian Monteith Preston
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REGIONAL PUB NEWS

The Engine Room in Sunderland are
recruiting staff, for a planned opening
date in October. No firm date as yet.

The Cooper Rose in Sunderland is still
closed for refurbishment. A planned date
of October has not yet been confirmed.

The Ship Isis had a well attended beer
festival last month. Drinkers enjoyed the
outdoor bar, at the back of the pub, with
its 10 handpulls. This was in addition to
beer and cider available inside. Local
beers included Darwin Galapagos Stout,
Maximus and Vaux VPA.

During the festival, The Wild Boar in
Houghton will be offering branch
members 20% discount off food and
ales, on production of a membership
card. Maxim American Pride IPA will be
available throughout.

Alum Ale House .The Shields Gazette
has reported that plans have been
approved for an extension to their
decking overlooking the River Tyne.

Thanks to Steve Clough for the above
photograph.

The Autumn Wetherspoons beer festival
will be returning on the Wednesday 20th
October, running till Sunday 31st.
October.
Twenty ales will feature from over the
UK, and one from Ireland. Maxim
American Pride IPA is the only North
East beer to feature.

Jim Storey of the Wheat Sheaf in Felling
retired due to Ill health last month. He
had worked there for 22 years.
The Crown Posada in Newcastle is
rumoured to be reopening this month.
Hopefully more on this next time
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REGIONAL BREWERY UPDATE

Maxim are working flat out, which
includes fulfilling an order for
Wetherspoons with a national supply of
American Pride IPA…over 400 casks !
Samson Keg is selling well at the
Stadium of Light. The beer can now be
found in the Dun Cow and the Ivy House,
both in Sunderland.
The current seasonal beer is Time Lord,
a 4% Blond Ale. Three reliable beers will
brewed in time for Christmas :- Great
Escape, Santastic and Santa’s Soot.
There will be more new beers made
available next year….and …it is hoped
that bar nights will resume early in the
next year.
Contact the brewery for current bottles
and minicask availability :- For drive thru
orders by phone, call 0191 5848844
between 10am and 3pm Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday.
Managing Director Mark Anderson
attended a meeting with HM Treasury to
discuss Small Brewers Relief. ( SBR),
which included putting the case for small
brewers.
There was no indication when any
decision by the Government will be
made. .

Brewery manager Gav Sutherland
reports
We’ve collaborated with One More Than
Two Brew of South Shields and Little
Quaker Distillery, based in Darlington,
for the second year in a row on a
Christmas beer The Darkest of Dark
Nights; a 5% festive stouts, which was
very popular last year and will be
available in cask and bottle in the run up
to Christmas.
Darwin provides delivery to SR, NE and
DH postcodes as well a click and collect.
See website for more info
https://www.darwinbrewery.com/
Phone number is 0191 5499450
Their first open night since the
pandemic is planned for 27 October.
Proceedings begin at p.m. with up to
three handpulls on the bar.
Address : - Unit 1, West Quay Court,
Sunderland Enterprise Park,
Sunderland SR5 2TE
Getting there :GNE Bus No 8 from Park Lane,
Sunderland and Washington now runs
hourly till late and stops on Alexandra
Avenue near the end of West Quay
Road, a five minute walk. from the brewery. Nexus service 135/136 also stops
there.
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REGIONAL BREWERY UPDATE CONTINUED

Detailed opening times along with Street
food available on their social media.
Contact details - 0191 5805770 Unit 2
Monk Street, Monkwearmouth,
Sunderland SR6 0DB
The current brewery taproom opening
times are :

https://www.vaux.beer/

Thursday 3pm - 10pm ; Friday- Sunday
12pm - 10pm. Their bottle shop click and
collect is open during taproom hours.

High House Farm Brewery near

Contact details - 07927 051236. Unit J
Portberry St, South Shields NE33 1QX
https://www.1morethan2brew.com/

Matfen, Northumberland have
announced they will be closing in
November, citing issues with their
landlord. The brewery opened in 2003
and their beers include Auld Hemp,
Matfen Magic and Nell's Best.
As well as the brewery they ran a
successful visitor centre and wedding
venue business

Vaux have been in London brewing a
collaboration beer with Howling Hops.
The team brewed a collaboration with
Hadrian Border a couple of weeks back
which is pale hopped with fuggles and
Sabro and all going into cask.
A new cherry sour beer coming this
month on the back of the success of the
raspberry sour beer. Some other new
beers being worked on also as the new
Head Brewer (Les Stoker) looks to make
his mark.
Core opening times remain limited to
weekends only but they have also been
opening on an evening for SAFC home
games.
Rob Elwood

Naylors Brewery of Cross Hills, North
Yorkshire have regretfully announced
they have ceased trading, another victim
of the pandemic.
Those who visited the branch beer
festival in 2019 may recall their Toffee
Mild ? Drinkers there voted the beer as
joint winner.
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The Good Beer Guide 2022 will be published on November 12th 2021 .
With a foreword by James Blunt, this year's edition is sponsored by Cask Marque
and Stayinapub.The Guide 2022 is available to pre-order now for only £12 +p&p

https://shop1.camra.org.uk/product/the-good-beer-guide-2022/
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N

https://wb.camra.org.uk/

What’s Brewing has seven sections:Home - Campaign - Pub - Industry - Opinion - Regional - BEER Magazine
Here is some recommended reading :-

Campaign :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign
● Blunt celebrates great pubs in latest Good Beer Guide
● PUBlic Affairs round up September 2021
● Golden Awards go to brewers and cider makers - see also next page

Industry :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/industry

Opinion - https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion

Regional ( North East) - https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east
● Historic city-centre pub reopens - The Dun Cow Sunderland..
● New Brewers SIBA success - recognising Metalhead Brewery’s win
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CAMRA - SUCCESS FOR DURHAM BREWERY
As part of its anniversary celebrations throughout 2021, CAMRA is recognising
people, groups of people or businesses that have made a significant contribution to
CAMRA’s aims. CAMRA has therefore given 18 breweries and cider makers across
the country Golden Awards, to mark a half century of the organisation’s campaigns.
So congratulations to our local winner, Durham Brewery
This is the second part of a group of awards this year. The first was Pubs, this is the
Pints sector and the third will be People later this year.
Here is the full list..Adnams, Southwold, Suffolk
Batemans, Wainfleet, Lincolnshire
Brains, Cardiff, Wales
Coach House, Warrington, Cheshire
Durham, Bowburn, County Durham ( pictured)
Fuller’s, Chiswick, London
Harvey’s, Lewes, East Sussex
Hop Back, Downton, Wiltshire
Moor, Bristol, Somerset
Oliver’s Cider & Perry, Ocle Pychard, Herefordshire
Orkney, Quoyloo, Orkney ( pictured)
Robinsons, Stockport, Greater Manchester
Shepherd Neame, Faversham, Kent
Thwaites, Blackburn, Lancashire
Timothy Taylor, Keighley, West Yorkshire
West Berkshire, Yattendon, Berkshire
West Croft Cider, Highbridge, Somerset
Wye Valley, Stoke Lacy, Herefordshire.
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CAMPAIGNER OF THE YEAR NOMINATIONS
Nominations are now open for CAMRA’s annual Campaigner of the Year award.
This prestigious award puts a face and a personality to campaigning for real ale, cider,
perry, pubs or clubs. Branches are encouraged to make sure that members in their branch
area are aware of this award and the deadline. The nomination deadline is Monday 7th
February 2022.
Who can be nominated?
Any individual or group of individuals can be nominated for this award. They do not
necessarily need to be a CAMRA member or located within your branch boundaries. We
want to cast the net as wide as possible: people who have fought effective campaigns
locally or nationally; people in the pub or brewing industries who promote our interests;
celebrities or politicians who actively support real ale, cider, perry, pubs or clubs. Members
and branches may wish to consider nominating individuals who have gone above and
beyond to champion real ale, cider, perry, pubs or clubs during the recovery from the
Coronavirus crisis.
Who can nominate?
Any CAMRA member can make a nomination. To be valid, a nomination must to be
seconded by another CAMRA member. Members may make more than one nomination,
and the nominee does not need to be from within your own branch area. When submitting
the nomination, please include proof that another CAMRA member has seconded the
nomination – this could be by copying them into the email chain, or by including a signed
note or similar confirmation of support.
What needs to be in a nomination?
Written nominations are required setting out how the person nominated has been an
effective and inspiring campaigner. The word limit for nominations is 350 words with no
added images or graphics. The nomination should include a description of what
campaigning the nominee has undertaken, how the nominee has inspired others to
contribute, and the outcomes achieved.
How will the decision on the winner be made?
Nominations will be carefully considered by a panel comprising representatives of CAMRA
Branches, staff, Regional Directors and the National Executive. The panel will only
consider the applications and not base their decision on any prior knowledge of the
nominee.
The winner will be announced as part of Members’ Weekend 2022.
Where should you send your nominations?
Nominations should be sent to: campaigns@camra.org.uk or c/o Campaigner of the Year,
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.
The deadline for nominations is Monday 7th February 2022.
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A reminder that voting for the next round of the competition opened on 1st
September and is still open, running till 1st November. You can read the guide to
voting on: cbob.camra.org.uk
The big change this year is that the styles of beer you can vote for have been
updated. There are now 12 different categories you can choose your favourites
from, rather than 10.( See below)
This is due to a full review that has taken place of the CAMRA Beer Styles. The
updates reflect the growth in the different styles of beers that are brewed, and are
there to help ensure that CAMRA’s premier competition remains relevant.

Milds up to and including 4% ABV
(Alcohol By Volume)

Session Bitters up to and including
4.3% ABV

Premium Bitters 4.4% - 6.4% ABV

Session Pale, Blond and Golden Ales
up to and including 4.3% ABV

Premium Pale, Blond and Golden Ales British and New World IPA’s 5.5%
4.4% - 6.4% ABV
ABV and above.
Brown and Red Ales, Old Ales and
Strong Milds 4.1% - 6.4% ABV

Session Stouts and Porters up to and
including 4.9% ABV

Strong Stouts and Porters including
Imperial Stouts and Baltic Porters 5%
ABV and above
Speciality Beers - differently produced

Barley Wines and Strong Ales 6.5%
ABV and above
Speciality Beers - Flavoured
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For more information , follow the link below :-

https://www1-camra.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/09/23154840/October-Cider-Month-campaigns-pack1.pdf
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Welcome to Pubs. Pints. People. – the CAMRA podcast!
Season 4 episode guide
Episode 1 – Modern British Beer & Cider

Available Now

Episode 2 – The Champion Beer of Britain

Available Now

Episode 3 – Cider Harvestime

Available from October 12th

Episode 4 – Halloween Horrors

Available from October 26th

https://camra.org.uk/podcast/

CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend, AGM & Conference
will be hosted by our Sussex branches at the Winter
Garden in Eastbourne 8-10 April 2022.
After two years without a physical event, hundreds
of members have already registered to attend –
to see what Sussex has to offer by way of great beer
cider and perry. The weekend is a chance to meet
friends, make new ones, go on organised brewery
trips and take part in activities.
It’s free to attend and open to all CAMRA members.
The weekend is staffed by volunteers – with a range of opportunities to help on
offer.
All the information is on the event page – where you can register to attend / sign up
to help - go to
www.camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agm-conference
Or email membersweekend@camra.org.uk
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Beer On The Box - Joe Lycett's Got Your Back ( Channel 4 - 23rd
September ) Review by Michael Wynne
I am not a fan of Joe Lycett, so I watched
this programme with very low
expectations. What drew me to this
episode of a series exploring consumer
issues was a piece promising to take on
Humphrey Smith, chair of family owned
and fiercely independent Samuel Smith
Brewery of Tadcaster.
The company operates around 400
mostly run by salaried managers pubs
across northern England and the capital.
Everything they sell is either made by
them or made especially for them. You
wont see any familiar brands in their
pubs. Their own brand crisps are
excellent and come in much bigger bags
than the standard 35g normally found in
pubs.

Their only real ale Old Brewery Bitter
(OBB) is an excellent 4% Yorkshire bitter
that is served from wooden casks, that,
pre- pandemic sold for around £2 a pint.
A visit to Durham was never complete
without a couple of pints of OBB in The
Colpitts.
Their bottle and keg beers are of similar
high quality and are mostly organic and
suitable for vegans and vegetarians.
The pubs are mostly old fashioned
boozers that attract a more mature
clientele. There is no music or TVs and
the art of conversation is king. So far, so
good.

We who take an interest in pubs and
brewing will be aware of the company’s
decision to refuse North Yorkshire
Council to build a temporary footbridge in
Tadcaster to replace one washed away
in flooding, necessitating a 10 mile journey to use services just across the river.
Around a third of the company’s pubs
are closed because the company has a
Victorian attitude towards the people
who work for it.

The bad publicity seemed to first surface
a couple of years ago when the company
decided to ban the use of mobile
phones, tablets and other electronic
devices.
There are reports of managers being
sacked for seemingly trivial reasons.
These include for not having Mr Smith’s
favourite pudding when he visited.
Another for not meeting certain targets
when they were closed during the
pandemic and another because Mr
Smith didn’t like the people in the pub
during one of his visits.
I have heard of other reports of
managers being sacked for similar
continued
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reasons. I know one of those affected.
The company has attracted a number of
tribunal cases for breaches of
employment law and disability
discrimination law.
The programme also asserted that it is
policy that a pint should contain 96%
liquid and that Weights and Measures
and Trading Standards are happy with
the policy.
So, to the ‘report itself.

ill- informed about the trade and I
thought it was childish and puerile.
He finished by setting up his own ‘pub’
in Tadcaster. This was just the vacuous,
childish exercise I expected.
The only gravitas in the report was studio
guest Kirsty Wark. A piece of serious
journalism on the issue would be
welcome.
Oh, and the Colpitts is without a
manager and closed.

Lycett’s comments about the company’s
pub and beers showed he was very

Wagon & Dray Horses Sculpture - Update
Early last year I visited Ray Lonsdale’s
.
workshop to see how he was progressing
with his commission from Sunderland
Council for a sculpture based on a Vaux
Breweries wagon and dray horses. This
will be modelled on Eddie Mahoney, a
former Vaux Drayman.
There will be beer barrels and metal
crates for beer bottles and a young boy
leading the horses.
This was reported in CAMRA Angle
Newsletter of April 2020

https://onlineapplications.sunderland.gov.uk/online
Since then progress has been made and
applications/applicationDetails.do?act
the sculpture has been completed and
iveTab=documents&keyVal=QYTG2YB
will soon be ready for display in
BH9800
Sunderland City Centre. The location
chosen is Keel Square, opposite the old The Heritage Statement is particularly
Vaux Brewery site.
interesting, giving a history of the Bishop
Wearmouth Conservation area, where
According to the Sunderland Echo,
the sculpture will be located.
planning permission is awaited and the
sculpture should be in place by the end of Thanks to Peter Heslop for some of the
the year.
background information, and of course to
Ray Lonsdale for allowing us to interrupt
The planning documents can be found on
his work last year.
the Sunderland Council website :-
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NEWS FROM THE HIGHLANDS and WESTERN ISLES
The BBC News website last month
featured an item about a pub called the
Old Forge which is for sale. It is the
remotest pub on the UK, located in the
village of Inverie on the Knoydart
peninsula, on the west coast of the
Scottish Highlands opposite Mallaig.
The owner for the last 10 years is
Belgian Jean-Pierre Robinet. He is
selling up and a community group has
been set up to find the £425000 or above
needed to buy the business.
What is unique about this pub, is that it is
only accessible by sea or an 18 mile
walk, which allegedly takes two days ! It
is also possible to travel by seaplane.
Remarkably, the pub sells real ale and
has an entry on Whatpub. A photograph
on the website, supplied by the owner for
sole use by CAMRA, shows they sell
Remoteness IPA. After some
investigation, this beer is brewed by Glen
Spean Brewery, which is west of Fort
William.

On the assumption it’s not carried the 18
miles on foot, delivery must be by sea
from Mallaig.
Curiously, in the village not far from the
Old Forge is the Knoydart Brewery,
which appears not to brew cask ale, just
bottled beers.
The Old Forge Community Group has
website which may be of interest.
https://www.theoldforgecbs.org/

Inverie
Mallaig
Nearest road

Glen Spean
Brewery

Fort William
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THE QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1

Which BBC sitcom featured father and son characters Albert & Harold ?

2
3

Name the former US football player who was convicted of armed robbery in
2008
Who wrote “The Count of Monte Cristo”

4

Wulfrunians are from which English city ?

5

The first football World Cup trophy was named after who ?

6

Name the only US state flag which has a Union Jack on it

7

Honister Pass is in which county?

8

Which division of General Motors makes the Firebird car?

9

What is the unit of currency of Thailand?

10 Who created Only Fools and Horses and Citizen Smith?
11 In the film When Harry Met Sally, Meg Ryan played Sally, but who played
Harry?
12 Name the British violinist who represented Thailand in the 2014 Winter
Olympics
13 What is the capital of the Netherlands?
14 Who played William Shakespeare in the film Shakespeare in Love? Was it
Ralph Fiennes of Joseph Fiennes?
In which counties are the following breweries
15 Adnams
16 Bath Ales
17 Hook Norton
18 Shepherd Neame
19 Thornbridge
20 Wadworth

STOP PRESS.
It has just been announced in the York Press and CAMRA Discourse that
the Maltings in York has just been voted the "most beard friendly" pub
outside London.
Apparently it was the result of a vote by The Beard Liberation Front
No comment.
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Steptoe and Son
O.J. Simpson
Alexandre Dumas
Wolverhampton
Jules Rimet
Hawaii
Cumbria
Pontiac
Baht
John Sullivan
Billy Crystal
Vanessa Mae ( alpine skiing)
Amsterdam
Joseph Fiennes
Suffolk
Somerset
Oxfordshire
Kent
Derbyshire
Wiltshire

CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE is published by the Sunderland and South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA @ 2021. Views expressed in this publications may not be
necessarily those of the Editor or of CAMRA
—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunderland and South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information

Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs and Clubs. Email: pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:
Instagram:

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
https://instagram.com/sst_camra
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