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It’s been six months since we
kick-started branch activities post
lockdown and I took on the role of your
branch chair. So time for a quick update
on how things are going:

Our new approach of formal meetings
every other month with lots of informal
socials is starting to take shape. So far
we’ve met in the Ship Isis, Marine, Vaux
Brewery and the Cask Lounge with the
Peacock booked next for 11th May.
Socials have varied from a music night in
the Mid Club, Boldon to a “wander”
around the pubs of the Washington
Village Conservation Area. Our next
social is due to take place at the Albion
Gin and Ale House in Jarrow on
20th April, hosted by landlord Jess
McConnell who many of us know from
his Jarrow Brewery days. I hope you can
come along and join us, it’s just a short
walk from Jarrow Metro/Bus Station and
bring guests.

Looking ahead to May 6th we plan to
meet at Maxim Brewery on their next
open night and we’re looking to arrange
a Saturday “wander” in June around the
Ouseburn area of Newcastle….Watch
this space for details!

We’re trying to vary the days and times
of social events to appeal to different
members and when they might be
available. If you have any suggestions
on when and where we should hold a
social please get in touch and let us
know.

Things are moving in other ways as well.
We have had success recently in funding
a printed edition of this magazine, an
important campaigning objective to take
our news and campaigns to the pub
going public. So the May edition won’t be
a “CAMRA Angle Online” but the long
awaited “Issue 60” of CAMRA Angle.
Thanks go to Ken Paul our magazine
editor and also to Peter Tong who
following our last branch meeting has
volunteered to become our “Ads
manager”.

I’m also able to let you know we’re now
planning a beer festival for late 2022.
Too early yet to give you more detail but
the next Festival meeting is on
Wednesday 13th April in the Mid Club
Bolton. It’s an open meeting for any
branch member to come along if you
want get involved in planning the event.
Finally there are changes afoot that will
impact CAMRA North East Region (but
not us as a branch). If you’re interested
in CAMRA at a higher level there is a
new regional mailing list you can join and
also an online regional meeting on
Thursday 14th April (7pm). Instructions
on how to join either are in the “Comms
Tool” email I sent you with the link to this
newsletter.

I’ll be visiting the Newcastle Beer and
Cider Festival on the evening of 6th April
and I know several other branch
members also plan to visit that session.
Give me a shout if your there and we can
have a chat.
Cheers Ian

CHAIRS REMARKS Ian Monteith Preston
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DIARY DATES
https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=42

APRIL

NEWCASTLE BEER & CIDER FEST 6th - 9th April . See next page for more

BEER FESTIVAL MEETING Wednesday 13th April 8pm at Mid Bold-
on Club, Front St E.Boldon NE36 0SH

ONLINE REGIONAL MEETING Thursday 14th April Online 7 to 8.30pm -
get login info from
contact@sst.camra.org.uk (quote
membership number)

NATIONAL BASS DAY April 16th all day

CANNY AULD JARRA NIGHT Wednesday April 20th at 7.30pm. Albion
Gin and Ale House, Walter St, Jarrow
NE32 3PG.

SIBA NORTH EAST BEER AWARDS/
GATESHEAD RUGBY CLUB BEER
FESTIVAL

Friday 29th April. Beer Festival runs till
Sunday 31st

MAY

MAXIM OPEN NIGHT Friday 6th May from 5pm. Maxim
Brewery, Gladwell Road, Rainton Bridge
DH4 5NL

BRANCH MEETING Wednesday May 11th - The Peacock,
287 High St West, Sunderland SR1 3ES
8pm

NORTH EAST REGIONAL MEETING Saturday 21st May 2022, The
Steamboat, Mill Dam, South Shields
NE33 1EQ. 1pm

LOOK OUT FOR MORE DATES IN THE NEXT ISSUE

https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=42
contact@sst.camra.org.uk
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Beer & Cider list online :

https://nclbcf-tynland.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=5112

https://nclbcf-tynland.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=5112
https://nclbcf-tynland.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=5112
https://nclbcf-tynland.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=5112
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The up to date figures (with last months in brackets as usual)

National  158,266  (158,726)
Sunderland & South Tyneside  534  (530)
Tyneside & Northumberland  1714  (1714)

Cleveland  725  (731)
Darlington  396  (397)
Durham  687  (690)

Nationally, a reduction of 460 this month, much smaller than we have
seen for a good while.  With festivals coming back in some areas this
should mean more good news in the weeks and months to come.

Here in Sunderland & South Tyneside we see a steady steam of new
members.  My trips around the pubs and clubs in our branch who sell
real ale have continued and I'm almost at the finish line so this should
have a positive effect on numbers.  The more information I get out
there the chances of new folk joining us increases and its good to
meet up with the people running pubs in our area and having the
chance to tell them more about CAMRA and what we are about.

Peter Tong, Membership Secretary, Sunderland & South Tyne-
side

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Peter Tong.

We were very sad to learn of the passing of
Garry Hewitt, on the 10th March after a short battle
with cancer.

Garry served as the Chairman of the Darlington
Branch of CAMRA from 2014 until very recently,
and for a time was also the co-owner of the
Quakerhouse in Darlington. He was a well-known
and popular face around the town and further afield
along with his wife Denise. He was an active member
of CAMRA for many years, particularly in his role in
CAMRA campaigning, the Darlington CAMRA beer
festivals and as the editor of the Darlington Drinker magazine. He was a passionate
and enthusiastic supporter of real ale and CAMRA and he will be very much
missed.

Tom Betts - Darlington Branch
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First , thanks to the Cask Lounge in
South Shields for hosting our last
branch meeting. There were 27
members and guests, a good turnout.

REAL ALE BACK ON

The  Mill House just outside Washington
now has three    handpulls. Landlord,
Ossett Yorkshire Blonde and a turned
round pumpclip of Old Speckled Hen.

You may recall the pub suffered a major
fire in 2018 and reopened at the end of
2019.

The pub, which dates back to 1851 , is
an anomaly in the branch. Their website
gives the address as The Mill House,
Blackfell, Birtley, Chester le Street
DH3 1RE. Now, Blackfell is in
Washington and hence our branch ;
Birtley is in Gateshead and so Tyneside
and Northumberland ; Chester-le- Street
is in County Durham and therefore
Durham Branch.

To further complicate matters, if you look
at a map, the Sunderland/Gateshead
borough boundary runs through the west
corner of the pub, leaving the car park in
Gateshead, but 90% of the pub in
Washington.

So now you know.

We reported last month that The
Lambton Arms in South Shields was
selling five real ales. So its good to
report that they are now offering 10%
discount off all real ale

The Black Bush in Washington
reopened on March 25th. On one of their
publicity photos online it showed some
painting on an outside wall “ Cask Ales”.
Sadly, this is misleading as , so far, only
keg is available. (Unless someone
knows differently !)

NO REAL ALE

Recent visits has revealed no real ale on
at the following pubs:-

Queen Vic, Roker

Stumble Inn, Sunderland

Toby Carvery, Washington..

CLOSED

A sign has appeared outside Scotias in
South Shields saying “ Closed Until
Further Notice”. This joins Kirkpatricks
nearby

PUB NEWS

Did you know some our pubs use
Real Ale Finder to show which
beers and ciders are currently
available.

Those that do are:

Alum Ale House
Avenue

Cask Lounge
Lambton Arms

Marine
Steamboat

https://realalefinder.com/

https://realalefinder.com/
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CAMRA MEMBERS - Please Score Your Beers

"WHY SHOULD I BOTHER TO SCORE?"

Well it's easy to use and it is your chance to influence pubs that go into our GOOD
BEER GUIDE (GBG)  selection, as well as monitoring beer quality by encouraging
CAMRA members to report on beer quality wherever they go.

What do the scores mean?

0.  No cask ale available.

1. Poor

Beer that is anything from barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable
resentment.

1.5 Poor / Average

2. Average

Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn't inspire in any way, not worth moving
to another pub but you drink the beer without really noticing.

2.5 Average / Good

3. Good

Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You want
to stay for another pint and may seek out the beer again.

3.5 Good / Very Good

4. Very Good

Excellent beer in excellent condition.

4.5 Very Good / Perfect

5. Perfect

Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this
score very rarely.
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AND THE WINNER IS……

Last month we revealed our Pub and Club of the Year
Winners for 2022. Here are some presentation  photographs.

PUB OF THE YEAR - THE MARINE

Steph Oliphant-Chandler and Alex Chandler presented with their
trophy and certificate by Branch Chair Ian Monteith Preston

Steve Drummond is presented with the club's certificate by
Branch Chair Ian Monteith Preston

CLUB OF THE YEAR - THE MARINE
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Introduction

In May 2021 CAMRA revised their
definition of Real Cider.

“CAMRA defines real Cider or Perry as
being fermented from the whole juice of
fresh pressed apples or pears, without
the use of concentrated or chaptalised*
juices”  - *to add sugar to increase the
alcoholic content

This immediately discounted some cider
makers products from being term Real
Cider. This in turn reduced the number of
pubs that qualify from selling real cider.

Not withstanding that , the Branch has
still recognised those pubs that deserve
be awarded for their promotion of the
product and serving quality cider and
perry. They are :-

●Ship Isis ; Sunderland Cider Pub of
the Year.

●Blues Micro Pub, Whitburn; South
Tyneside Cider Pub of the Year

● The Avenue, Roker ; Runner up
Sunderland Cider Pub of the Year.

● The Marine, South Shields ; Runner
up South Tyneside Cider Pub of the
Year.

It was decided to make the presentations
to the first three on the same afternoon ;
The Marine’s  would take place at the
same time as their Branch Pub of the
Year Award. ( See next page)
So this Cider Pub Crawl was born. I've
only done a crawl like this once before,
back in the early 90’s in Surrey. I was on
a training course and was persuaded to
do the rounds of some cider pubs in the

county. Suffice it to say, the next
morning I vowed “ Never again”.

Never say “Never again”.

The Presentations

Friday 18th March finds a small group of
branch members in The Ship Isis,
Sunderland. Our branch cider
representative Steve Clough would be
carrying out the presentations.

Above - Steve
and Ship Isis Bar
Manager Chris
Taylor.

I had already
decided to stick to
cider or perry and
so the first pint
was Snails Bank Perry Bomb, a 4% fruity
medium perry made in Herefordshire.

Our next stop would be The Avenue just
off Roker Avenue, so we set off through
the city centre to catch a bus. The idea
to stick to only cider was soon blown out
of the water by the fact that the

Continued

BRANCH CIDER PUB PRESENTATIONS (and Pub Crawl)
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Avenue had Old Peculier ( from a
wooden cask) on.

So I ordered a half of Cuckoo Penny
Rhubarb from Celtic Marches, again  in
Herefordshire. I am not entirely sure this
fits the CAMRA definition but was
pleasant enough nonetheless. The OP
went down a treat.

Above - Steve with
Avenue owner
Dave Graham.

The bus stop for our next pub was only
two minutes walk and we were soon on
our way along the coast  to Whitburn
village, which is about halfway between
Sunderland and South Shields.

There the final presentation took place in
Blues Micro Pub, where I enjoyed a pint
of Sussex based Ascension Red Grape,
at 4% was very refreshing.

As always on these trips, I succumb to
the dark stuff very easily so finished of
this session with a Black Lodge Irish
Stout, brewed in Liverpool and called

Above - Steve with
Blues Owners
Alice Pye and
Callum Watson

Tick Followed Tock. This takes its name
from the Guinness Advert.

Marine Presentation

Left Steve with
Peter Higgins
and Steph
Oliphant-
Chandler

There are several articles about cider
and perry on the CAMRA Learn &
Discover website. Click in the link below
:-

https://camra.org.uk/learn
discover/the-basics/

CIDER PRESENTATIONS continued

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/
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The Tyneside & Northumberland Pub and Club of the Year selections were
not available in the last issue ....but they are now...

Darlington Branch
Pub of the Year Quakerhouse, Darlington
Club of the Year Darlington Snooker Club
Country Pub of the Year Four Alls, Ovington , Co Durham

Durham Branch
City and Cider Pub of the Year Station House, Durham
Town Pub of the Year Grey Horse, Consett
Country Pub of the Year Surtees Arms , Ferryhill
Club of the Year Masonic Centre, Chester le St.

Tyneside and Northumberland Branch
Tyneside

Tynemouth Pub of the Year Left Luggage Room, Monkseaton

Gateshead Pub of the Year Central Bar
Newcastle Pub of the Year and
Overall Winner

The County, Gosforth

Cider Pub Owa The Road, Swalwell
Clubs of the Year Tynemouth and Heaton Stannington

FC ( latter overall winner)

Northumberland
North Pub of the Year and Cider Pub
of the Year

Curfew, Berwick

South East Pub of the Year and Cider
Pub of the Year and overall
Northumberland Winner

Office, Morpeth

South West Pub of the Year and
Cider Pub of the Year and overall
Cider Winner

Wor Local, Prudhoe

PUB/CLUB OF THE YEAR final results from other branches
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Last month Durham CAMRA Branch
presented the Masonic Centre in
Chester le Street with their Club of the
Year Award 2022. As it’s not far from
home this was a good excuse to visit for
the first time. I’ve been passed the place
many times, mainly on the way up to the
railway station.  The Centre is mainly

open in
the
evening,
the
exception
being for
Sunday
lunch.
Their only

other meal time is Fish and Chip
Friday...sound good to me ! So the good
lady/designated driver  and I visited on
March 11th

The bar,
the
important
bit, has four
handpulls
on the
right, and a
lone Black
Sheep

style handpull on the left. I was pleased
to find they had a dark beer on, Cheviot
Black Hag, their core beer oatmeal
stout. I noticed on their coming soon
pump clip display behind the bar, Darwin
Galapagos Stout and Maxim Sour
Cherry and Chocolate Stout would be
imminent. That display is a real selling
point!

The lady behind the bar, Christine, was
very friendly and efficient. She explained
that they always had a dark beer, and as
it was lodge night , and rugby on the TV
, all four of the changing beers would be

gone by the end of
the night. There was
a lot of regulars in
and she greeted
everyone by name.
It was like the
Cheers song “
Where Everybody
Knows Your Name”
Although it was our

first visit we were made to feel most
welcome from the off.

They had first won the Club of the Year
Award in 2020 and this was displayed on
the right of the bar. Despite the fact they
had only been presented
with their new accolade
the night before it was
already pride of place on
the left of the bar.

We ordered fish and
chips, which came with
mushy peas and a slice
of bread and was
excellent. The food was
£7.50 each and the beer
was £2.80 a pint, so a
bargain evening.

We vowed to return
maybe this time telling
Christine who we are,
then the third time she
can say “Hello Ken”

A VISIT TO THE MASONIC CENTRE, CHESTER LE STREET Ken Paul

Getting there : Bus 50 from South
Shields and Washington, 8/78 from
Sunderland, 71 from Houghton. From
the town centre bus stops walk up the
Front Street, then take a right just after
the Lambton Arms. The Centre is up
the hill on the right .
https://whatpub.com/pubs/DUR/6897/
masonic-centre-chester-le-street

https://whatpub.com/pubs/DUR/6897/masonic-centre-chester-le-street
https://whatpub.com/pubs/DUR/6897/masonic-centre-chester-le-street
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The branch has launched  a CAMRA
Community Pub scheme throughout
2022. We’re running this scheme on
similar lines to the “Lockdown Hero’s”
scheme we ran during the COVID
lockdown to recognise pubs (including
clubs and taprooms) supporting their
community.

If you know of any in our branch area
that fulfils the criteria given below please
go to this link and nominate them:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1F
AIpQLSfvvaw6CKYssXlk-WiyPLP-
HXMPDPZlTiHYZGCZY8vkTVPYWw/vi
ewform?usp=pp_url

Includes support by the pub of
community groups and charities.

Type of thing we’re looking for:

* Allowing a local group or club free use
of the pub for meetings or social
get-togethers.

* Hosting a fund raising event (for a
charity or community group)

* Use of the pub building to provide com-
munity facilities needed but not available
locally.

Type of things not included:

* Groups or teams linked to the pub (ie a
pool, darts or pub football team)

* An event held just for the pubs benefit
or to promote the pub (ie a pub quiz or
music night)

* Hosting any CAMRA meeting or event.

All nominations will be reviewed by a
“panel” of branch members.

Would you like to be a member of the
“panel” of branch members that review
nominations for our Community Pub
recognition scheme?

We’re looking to find two to five volun-
teers to do this task. It involves working
with the panel chair (Ken Paul our “Pubs
Officer”) to review all nominations
received and decide if the nomination
qualifies for “recognition” which will be a
CAMRA certificate.

If you're interested and want to hear
more email contact@sst.camra.org.uk.

CAMRA COMMUNITY PUB SCHEME Ian Monteith Preston

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvvaw6CKYssXlk-WiyPLP-HXMPDPZlTiHYZGCZY8vkTVPYWw/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvvaw6CKYssXlk-WiyPLP-HXMPDPZlTiHYZGCZY8vkTVPYWw/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvvaw6CKYssXlk-WiyPLP-HXMPDPZlTiHYZGCZY8vkTVPYWw/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvvaw6CKYssXlk-WiyPLP-HXMPDPZlTiHYZGCZY8vkTVPYWw/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Maxim Brewery recently
celebrated a milestone
event; their 2500th brew
since they opened at

Rainton Meadows in 2007.

They also relaunched their popular Open
Nights. The first for over two years took
place on Friday April 1st. They had 6
beers on including the seasonals Citra,
All English and Sour Cheery and
Chocolate Stout. There were about 70

punters
there,
which was
good for a
first night

The pay and collect service is still
available for bottled beers. These can be
ordered Wednesday - Friday between
10am and 3pm, although they wont turn
anyone away if called on a Monday or
Tuesday.
The phone number is 0191 5848844 .
BLO :- Ken Paul

Darwin have two of beers
on at Newcastle Beer
Festival this year,
Galapagos Stout and a
rare appearance of Extinc-

tion Barley Wine in cask, something for
visiting members to check out.

March one-offs have gone down well,
Melon Head is pretty much gone and
there are a few casks left of Peanut
Butter & Salted Pretzel stout. Head
Brewer Gavin did a beer swap with
Milestone Brewery down in Newark, so
have been able to get some of their
beers out to some pubs locally and three
Darwin beers Beagle Blonde, Expedition
and Rolling Hitch will have been on offer
in pubs local to them.

Great support from pubs in the region
this month with Chaplin’s, Fitzgeralds,
Ship Isis, Museum Vaults in Sunderland,
Lambton Arms and The Marine – South
Shields, Coalhouse – Seaham,Blue Bell
– Fulwell, Seaburn Inn, The Courtyard –
Washington, Blues – Whitburn, and Mid
Boldon Club all taking beers in March.

Also Three Horseshoes - Leamside,
Masonic Centre – Chester-Le-Street,
Schooner and      Microbus – Gateshead,
Front Street Tap House – Monkseaton,
Trillians and Bridge Hotel , Newcastle,
Rockcliffe Arms – Whitley Bay, Enigma
Tap, Shiremoor House Farm and Seven
Stars - North Shields, Victoria Tap –
Hexham Tipsy Turtle – Stockton, The
Bottled Note – Middlesbrough, all or-
dered beers this month.

A new America Pale Ale and Multihop
#003 available for trade soon, in addition
to cask. BLO Michael Wynne

BREWERY NEWS with updates from Branch BLO's (Brewery Liaison Officers)
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Episode 1 – What’s in a bottle?
The podcast team will head up to the
Newcastle Beer Festival to look at
CAMRA’s new definitions of live beer and
cider and sit down with award-winning
author Adrian Tierney-Jones to discuss
his new title United Kingdom of Beer,
which explores 250 of Britain’s best brews
found in bottles and cans.

Available 6th April

New content is available on CAMRA's Learn & Discover Platform. Here are three that
may be of interest :-

Intro to clubs by Katie Mather gives an insight into the world of    social clubs and
how they remain relevant today, more than 120 years since their foundation.

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/intro-to-clubs/

An introduction to Grisette by Ruvani de Silva presents readers with an unusual
style of beer.

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/introduction-to-grisette/

Learn more about finings – Matthew Curtis offers clarity upon the subject of beer
opacity with his detailed explanation of the use of finings during the brewing process.

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/learn-more/learn-more-about-beer/finings/

These are just a selection...there is more to read on Learn and Discover

CAMRA HQ INFORMATION

https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/intro-to-clubs/
https://camra.org.uk/learn-discover/the-basics/introduction-to-grisette/
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https://wb.camra.org.uk/
What’s Brewing has seven sections:-

Home - Campaign -  Pub - Industry - Opinion - Regional - BEER Magazine

Here is some recommended reading :-

Campaign :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign

Pub :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/pub

Industry :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/industry

https://wb.camra.org.uk/2022/03/23/chancellors-spring-statement-brings-
little-cheer-for-consumers-pubs-or-brewers

CAMRA chief executive Tom Stainer said pub-goers face rising prices and pubs
need financial support now if they are to survive, following the chancellor’s spring
statement.

Opinion - https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion

Regional  - https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east

https://wb.camra.org.uk/2022/01/24/campaign-launched-to-save-fishers-arms

Fans of the the Fisher’s Arms pub in Horncliffe, near Berwick-upon-Tweed, North-
umberland have launched a campaign to buy it.

Beer Magazine - https://wb.camra.org.uk/publications/beer

There are two local items of note. One is a letter from branch member Grahame
McDonald on the Your Shout page (p41).  The second is a small piece about the
Mountain Daisy in Sunderland (p42).

COMING SOON

INTERESTED in writing for the
CAMRA ANGLE with real ale and
cider related stories. If so please
contact the editor :-
magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

ADVERTISING. Do you know of
anyone who would be interested in
adverting in a printed issue of
CAMRA ANGLE. If so please email
ads01@sst.camra.org.uk

https://wb.camra.org.uk/
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/pub
 https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/industry
https://wb.camra.org.uk/2022/03/23/chancellors-spring-statement-brings-little-cheer-for-consumers-pubs-or-brewers
https://wb.camra.org.uk/2022/03/23/chancellors-spring-statement-brings-little-cheer-for-consumers-pubs-or-brewers
https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion  
https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east
https://wb.camra.org.uk/2022/01/24/campaign-launched-to-save-fishers-arms
https://wb.camra.org.uk/publications/beer
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On a bright but
cold March
Thursday
morning, taking
advantage of an
incredible
Groupon deal,
with my friend
John and our
wives we headed
off to Inveraray.
Reaching the
farthest end of
Loch Fyne we

went on a scouting mission to Fyne Ales
Brewery. After a brief fact finding stop we
decided to return for a longer stay the
following day.

After a hefty Full Scottish breakfast, one
of us suggested that as there was not a
lot to do in Inveraray early on a Friday
morning it might be an idea to walk the
seven and a half miles to the Brewery.
Subsequent events led to all of us
denying responsibility, but it was a
general consensus, and I can honestly
say it was not my idea!

We set off and soon realised something
was missing. There was no footpath!
This meant frequent jumps onto the
grass verge to avoid passing traffic. The
road is not straight, is undulating and not
the best for vehicle overtaking, so we
walked on the right facing the oncoming
traffic.

After a couple of miles, going downhill
and approaching a blind bend I felt a
wind rush to my left as a Ford Transit
(white van man) passed very close to me
whilst overtaking in what was a
senseless manoeuvre. He was then
pursued by a Police Traffic vehicle with
blues and twos activated.

John told me the Police officer had
indicated to him that he had seen what
happened and John told me the van had
missed me by not much more than six

inches. I well
believe that.

Further along we
came across a
parked vehicle
and, as the photo
shows, it is difficult

to get parked on that stretch of road.
Probably why the cones are there.

We finally reached our
destination and  having
dressed for cold weather
we were somewhat warm
on our arrival and it was a
relief to remove our jackets
in anticipation of some cool
refreshment.

Fyne Ales is on a working
farm and we arrived just in time for the
farm hands finishing lunch and we set-
tled down to a very nice pint of Jarl with
the girls drinking wine. Why else would
you go to a brewery other than to drink
wine? I must add that the wine glasses
were a generous size.

Continued

ALAN HARRISON SURVIVES A VISIT TO FYNE ALES BREWERY
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The Jarl was followed by copious
quantities of Hurricane Jack and
Highlander. Both of which were
exceptional, and the girls had more wine.

At closing time we had intended to go for
the bus with only a vague idea of where
it stopped, but instead chose a (very
expensive) taxi. Absolutely no question
of walking back.

The staff and the beers were excellent
and if you are ever in the area I can
certainly recommend a visit to the Fyne
Ales brewery.

FYNE ALES BREWERY continued

CAMRA’s Great British Beer
Festival returns

Britain’s premier beer festival will be re-
turning to London Olympia from
2 – 6 August 2022 following a two-year
hiatus due to social distancing measures
and crowd restrictions during the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Burton Beer Festival in 2023
will now be featured as GBBF
Winter for one year only while the
official bid process is underway for
GBBF Winter’s new home from 2024
onwards.

The event is confirmed to be the W/C
13th February 2023 at Burton Town Hall
which would have been the same date in
Birmingham, had it gone ahead.

Opening days are as yet undecided but
will be confirmed shortly with the plan
being to incorporate the Champion
Winter Beer of Britain judging into the
first day of opening.
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Since 1998, we have been attending the
Bradford CAMRA Beer Festival, held in
Victoria Hall in Saltaire, the model village
of mill owner Sir Titus Salt; the only
CAMRA festival held in a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

The last one we got to was in February
2020, just before the world closed down
There was no event planned in 2021, but
the event was to return over the last
weekend of February this year. We sent
for tickets, booked, and paid for
accommodation, and then the event was
cancelled.

We decided to have a break in Bradford
the last weekend in March.

On the outward journey, we stopped for
breakfast in Otley at town’s
Wetherspoons, the Bowling Green. An
unusual place as it is a conversion from
an old pub. The last leg of the journey
took us from Otley through Guisley,
Menston and Baildon to the Ibis Hotel in
Shipley which is our base for the visit.

After checking in, we took the short walk
to Shipley station to catch a train to
Bradford. During the day there are at
least 6 trains an hour and the journey
takes around 7 minutes to Forster
Square station.

Bradford seems to be built on many hills,
so a crawl takes a bit of planning as the
good pubs are spread out and on
different hills.

Closest to Forster Square is the Corn
Dolly (GBG 2022) on Bolton Road.
(Pictures opposite)  This is an old pub
that has been opened out into a single
room with a large outside drinking area.

The pub offers 6 real ales from Yorkshire
and Lancashire served through
Autovacs. The beer range always
includes a dark one. We started with
Timothy Taylor Boltmaker and Pictish
Marynka then moved on to Moorhouse’s

White Witch.
Most of the
beers were
£3.60 a pint.

We had planned
to go to some of
the new beer
cafes; but they
were all uphill
and the opposite
direction to our
planned meal;

so, we stayed put and enjoyed the beer.

Moving on; we walked past City Hall
across Millennium Square, past the
National Media Museum and Alhambra
Theatre, then up the hill for our
appointment with curry at the Karachi
Restaurant. One of the city’s other draws
are the curry cafes that are all over the
city. These are basic unlicensed and the
food is Pakistani home cooking unlike
the dishes you find in the Bangladeshi
restaurants that you find in South
Shields.

Continued

BEERY BREAK IN BRADFORD      Michael Wynne
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We ordered chicken biryani, keema
(mince) masala and karahi chicken. The
curry dishes come with 3 chapatis. This
feast cost £22.50 for 3.

Time is now of the essence, so back to
Forster Square and back to Shipley.
After a rest, we set off for more beer.
A 15 minute walk took us to Saltaire
where there are cluster of excellent
pubs:

Salt’s Beer Factory: This is Ossett
Brewery’s latest brewing venture in the
old tram shed. A large modern bar
offering a full range of Ossett beers and
a couple from sister brewery Rat. We
settled on Ossett Silver King and Rat
Ryed Piper, the latter a delicious red rye
ale. This one was aimed more at a
younger audience and not really aimed
at us, so we took our drinks outside as it
was unusually warm for the time of year.
Beer prices were a little higher at £3.80
and £4.10 respectively.

Cap & Collar, Queens Road (GBG
2022): This is the areas first micropub
with a small bar and 2 outside drinking
areas. There are 4 handpumps offering
Vocation Bread and Butter, Fruit Bat
Ninja, and Kirkstall Dexter Tiramisu
Porter. Beer prices were between £3.80
and £.4.10.

Next stop is back on Saltaire Road
Salt Cellar (GBG 2022): This pub used
to be the Victoria and always sold real
ale but had seen better days. Now after
a change of name, refurbishment, and
new owners, it has won Bradford
CAMRA’s pub of the season.

There are 6 handpumps with Autovacs
offering Yorkshire beers. We went for
Ilkley Pale and Rooster’s YPA at £3.60 a

pint.

We walk back to Shipley to our final call.
Fox (GBG 2022), Briggate: This is a
modern beer café with 6 handpulls and
an extensive selection of local ciders,
spirits and imported beers. The pub has
its own nanobrewery, BeeSpoke (the
owner is Chris Bee) and always features
2 of his beers. The other beers were all
local and we settled for Mallinson’s
Motueka from Huddersfield at £3.60 a
pint. The pub is supposed to be open till
midnight, but time was called at 11:15 as
there only a couple of people in apart
from us. So, time for bed.

Saturday started with
breakfast in the Shipley
Spoons Sir Norman
Rae. This has the finest
selection of beers I’ve
seen in a Spoons with
10 different beers, with
an emphasis on the lo-
cal.

They have the excellent
Elland 1872 Porter as a

permanent. This sells at 20p a pint
cheaper than Greene King Abbott.
Then it’s time to go home.

This was our first non- beer festival trip
to Bradford and gave us an opportunity
to check out more pubs. It was interest-
ing to note that the pubs were busy but
started to empty around 10. This sounds
common in our part of the world too.

So, we’ll be back for next year’s festival,
but we fancy another trip later in the
year.

BEERY BREAK continued
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PUB COMPANIES – DAY-TO-DAY
MANAGEMENT

Like all businesses, pub companies need
a management structure and, for the
larger companies, that structure can be
quite complex. Whatever the company’s
size, though, the management practices
and priorities will have a major impact on
the people actually running the pubs and
therefore on us, the customers.

With managed pubs, the issues are
simple. The folk working in the pubs are
employees and though pub managers
will have varying degrees of leeway, the
operation will be pretty strictly controlled
from the top. Tenanted/leased pubs and,
to a lesser extent, retail agreements, are
a different matter. Tenants are their own
boss and how they run the pub is
primarily down to them. You’d think it
would always be in the company’s
interests for them to do well, and keep
doing well, as that means more money
all round – though, as we’ll see, it’s not
always like that. In any event, a carefully
and positively managed relationship
between the tenant and the company
from whom they rent the building and
buy many products ought to be in the

interests of both parties – but again the
reality can be different.

In a typical large pub company, the most
visible senior person is the Regional
Manager. Reporting to them will be
Business Development Managers
(sometimes called Operations
Managers) who each cover a ‘patch’ and
are the key links between the company
and its tenants. Other high-profile staff
include Property Managers, Licensed
Trade Valuers and Lettings Managers.

The main areas of responsibility for a
Business Development Manager (BDM)
are dealing with:
- rent assessments and proposals;
- repairs to pub premises;
- tenant recruitment;
- providing information about the Pubs
Code;
- matters relating to a tenant’s
current/future business plans.

The last of these ought to be especially
important, with BDMs using their
experience and knowledge to support
tenants, especially new ones, in
developing a successful business.

Continued

The CAMRA Pub and Club Campaigns Committee feels that many members would
find it helpful to have more information about the companies that control many of
our pubs. In the July 2021 issue OF CAMRA Angle Online was  the first in a series
of articles aimed at raising awareness about pub companies and how they work

https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188

The aim is to let the facts speak for themselves so that members can make up their
own minds about the positive or negative effects of these practices on our pubs
and the folk who run them.

This is the sixth in the series.

PUB COMPANIES - WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO - Part 6
 PAUL AINSWORTH

https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
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The Pubs Code requires BDMs to take
appropriate notes of discussions with
tenants and provide them with these
records within 14 days.

At the end of the day, the main loyalty of
BDMs lies with their employer, the
company. Issues are therefore bound to
arise where the company adopts policies
and strategies that, in some cases, run
counter to the interests of tenants.

As an example, a sad but unarguable
fact is that many pubs, particularly in
rural areas, are worth much more as
houses than as working pubs.
Companies are often keen to cash in on
these assets and therefore might task
BDMs with effecting the removal of
sitting tenants.

Fortunately, the tightening up of the
planning laws in recent years has made
it more difficult to obtain change of use
but the practice does still happen. A
more worrying trend, though, is some-
thing we mentioned in an earlier article –
the movement by many companies away
from the tenanted/leased model towards
pubs that are either directly managed or
put on retail agreements. The BDM will
invariably be a key player in attempts,
one way or another, to dislodge tenants.

There are, of course, good BDMs who
genuinely see mentoring and advising as
key elements of their job and who build
up great relationships with tenants whilst
still keeping the company happy. They
will provide the necessary links with
other parts of the company like
accountants, surveyors, property staff,
lawyers and so on. Perhaps above all,
they will have excellent problem solving
skills, drawing on their training, networks

and experience to help tenants
overcome the obstacles they inevitably
encounter.

Unfortunately, many tenants have less
than positive things to say about their
BDMs. A common complaint is that they
hardly ever see them and when they do
it’s only to hear bad news. Others find
the quality of business advice
questionable and see the BDM as a
company lackey who interferes rather
than helps.

The Forum of British Pubs recently
conducted a series of interviews with a
former BDM of a major pub company
and they make for fascinating viewing –

www.forumofbritishpubs/confessions
-of-a-bdm-recruitment  .

The topics covered include tenant
recruitment, the Pubs Code, retail
agreements, rent assessments and
dilapidations.

We’ll cover some of these topics in the
next article when we look at areas which
commonly cause to tenants and which
give rise to disputes with their pub
company.

PUB COMPANIES - WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO continued

www.forumofbritishpubs/confessions-of-a-bdm-recruitment
www.forumofbritishpubs/confessions-of-a-bdm-recruitment
www.forumofbritishpubs/confessions-of-a-bdm-recruitment
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THE  QUIZ
(Answers on next page)

1 Which bird would you associate with Brighton and Hove Albion Football Club?
2 What is the real name of Baby Spice?
3 Who played Mrs Overall in the sitcom Acorn Antiques?
4 Character actor Brian Wilde played Foggy Dewhirst in which sitcom?
5 The main town of which Scottish Island is Portree?
6 The Mystery of Edwin Drood was the last ( and unfinished) novel of which

English author?
7 What is the administrative capital of South Africa- Pretoria, Cape Town or

Johannesburg?
8 Mogadishu is the capital city of which country?
9 In which year was The Generation Game first broadcast..1970, 1971 or 1972?
10 If you have equinophobia, what are you afraid of?
11 Name the longest running soap on UK TV
12 Which Premier League team play their home games at St Mary's Stadium?
13 In which year did the Stockton and Darlington railway open for passengers?
14 Near which airport did the Brinks Mat robbery take place in 1983?
15 How many horns did the dinosaur triceratops have on its head?
16 Which brewery makes Vital Spark,Avalanche and Highlander, amongst others?
17 In which former railway town is The George Samuel Brewery?
18 The Castle Inn is the only pub in British Isles to feature on the £5 note of which

island ?
19 The Britons Protection pub needs protection. In which city ?
20 Name the pub in which this photo was taken.



25 - SUNDERLAND and SOUTH TYNESIDE - CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - APRIL 2022

Sunderland and South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information
Website: https://sst.camra.org.uk/

Documents and Downloads: https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk

Pubs and Clubs. Email: pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk

Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk

Advertising  Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk

Social Media:

Twitter: @SST_CAMRA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
Instagram:      https://instagram.com/sst_camra

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS

1 Seagull
2 Emma Bunton
3 Julie Walters
4 Last of the Summer Wine
5 Skye
6 Charles Dickens
7 Pretoria
8 Somalia
9 1971
10 Horses
11 Coronation Street
12 Southampton
13 1825
14 Heathrow
15 Three
16 Fyne Ales
17 Shildon
18 Isle of Man, in Castletown
19 Manchester
20 Ship Isis

CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE is published by the Sunderland and South Tyneside
Branch of CAMRA @ 2022. Views expressed in this publications may not be
necessarily those of the Editor or of CAMRA

https://sst.camra.org.uk/
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/
mailto:pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk
mailto:pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk

