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NOTICE OF BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
The Sunderland and South Tyneside Annual General Meeting will
take place on Wednesday, 13th October at 7.30 pm.
The venue is :The Ship Isis, 26 Silksworth Row, Sunderland, SR1 3QJ
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
.Hello again
As I write these notes on the final day of August , here are the up to date
membership numbers.
National 163,858 (164,890)
Sunderland and South Tyneside 543 (542)
Tyneside and Northumberland 1734 (1757)
Durham 715 (717)
Darlington 395 (402)
Cleveland 738 (748)
As you can see, we are the only branch showing a very small gain, of one.
Nationally, at the end of July we saw a drop of 1006 and now a more or less similar
fall during August.
In July 380 members were recruited but August seems to be 100 or more better
than that. Hopefully with more and more folk being "double jabbed" there will be an
increase in pub going and with that even more recruitment from September, but
there is a long way to go to where we were pre-covid when national figures were
well over 190,000. I understand that a mail campaign will be taking place soon.
Meanwhile, if your membership has lapsed and you have been informed of that, it
would be great to see you renew again.
As far as the CAMRA vouchers are concerned, these are being accepted at
Stonegate, Wetherspoons, Amber Taverns and Brains Pubs. Please note that with
Brains pubs run by Marstons, the vouchers are accepted on the brains beer only.
Best wishes
Peter Tong, Membership Secretary, Sunderland/Sth Tyneside CAMRA

GBG Privilege Club
Get The Good Beer Guide 2022 for only £11 with free postage.
Those that have used this before will have to reregister their bank details as the
membership system was upgraded a few weeks ago.
Log onto https://camra.org.uk/my-membership/ , select “My Membership”
then “GBG Privilege Club”
The publication date for the Guide is November 12th 2021
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PUB PROTECTION OFFICER REPORT
In the last few days I’ve been updating
the “Master Pubs” list that I developed
during lockdown and use as a tool in my
role as PPO. This is a living document so
it’s always being updated with new
information and I doubt it will ever be
complete! For example, I’ve just found
and added a pub previously missed!

The Master Pubs list can be downloaded
from

It does however give me an overview on
our pub estate in Sunderland and South
Tyneside. For this month’s CAMRA
Angle Online ( CAO) I thought I’d share
some facts from the list. As the main
purpose is the present and future rather
than the past it only covers the current
century so contains no information pre
dating 2000.

Other News:

From the list:
● Since 2000 we have lost 59 pubs in
Sunderland and South Tyneside. 18
closed, 24 converted to other use and
17 demolished. Of the 18 closed 15
appear to be permanent losses!
●

●

●

Since 2000 we have gained 15 new
pubs. Four are as new builds the rest
converted from previous use. Two of
these conversions had previously been
a pub at an earlier stage of the venues
life. {So a permanent net loss of 44
pubs this century, an average of just
over two pubs a year - fortunately below the national average}
Currently we appear to have 291
Pubs or Hotels/Restaurants with public
bars. 108 in South Tyneside and 183 in
Sunderland/Wearside.
Of these 291 pubs we believe 95
serve real ale and 74 can be classed
as a “heritage pub”. 30 of the heritage
pubs serve real ale.

https://sst
arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=1
41691
(CAMRA login required) I welcome any
feedback and corrections/additions.

I reported on a change of use application
for the Alexandra Hotel, Jarrow (formerly
O'Malley's Irish Bar) in an earlier CAO.
South Tyneside Council have approved
the application to convert the pub into
flats. There were no objections to the
application from within the community.
Since the last CAO Sunderland Council
have received an application to convert
the Wear Tavern, Sunderland (Formally
the Pallion Inn) into Shops/Flats. The
pub has been closed since 2011 and a
similar application by a different
developer was approved in 2016 but not
implemented so has timed out. Once
again there are no objections to the
application from within the local
community.
Finally: If you hear of any pub closing
please let me know. Also if you belong to
a group or know of any group fighting to
save their local get in touch asap,
CAMRA have resources to help your
fight.

Ian Monteith Preston
contact@sst.camra.org.uk
STOP PRESS: The Latest Pub Heritage
Bulletin is now available from
https://pubheritage.camra.org.uk/bulle
tins/pub-heritage-bulletin-223-aug
2021
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REGIONAL PUB NEWS - see next page for Steamboat news
South Shields, no longer sell real ale. If
anyone has any updates, please email
Pubsofficer.sst@gmail.com
The Cooperage

The Dun Cow Sunderland , which has
been closed since lockdown one
reopened after a refurb on Thursday 2nd
September. Up to eight handpulls are
available.

Closed since 2009, The Cooperage on
Newcastle’s Quayside has made the
news again. Newcastle Central MP Chi
Onwurah ruffled a few feathers last
month demanding some action to save
this historic building. Owners the Apartment Group stated they had planned to
turn the former pub into a hotel, but then
backtracked, saying they are looking at
plans to convert it into a restaurant.
Meanwhile the building is covered in
scaffolding.

The Ship Isis , also in Sunderland , are
holding a beer festival from 17th to 19th
September.
The Ship Inn, Low Newton
Northumberland has been named best
beach bar by Conde Nast Traveller
Magazine. Looking at the list, the rest
are all “down south”.
https://www.cntraveller.com/gallery/b
est-beach-bars-uk
Blues Micropub in Whitburn are
holding a Belgian Beer Week from 13th 19th September. They have also
announced that they now open on
Mondays and Tuesdays from 4pm 10pm

The Voodoo Cafe in Darlington, the
home of Darlington Camra’s Beer
Festival has permanently closed. The
reason given in The Darlington and
Stockton Times was cancer diagnosis,
although the report doesn't state which
of the two owners is affected.

It has been reported that The Harton
Hop House and The Voyager, both in
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THE STEAMBOAT CAMRA GOLDEN AWARD
On Thursday 19th August Branch Chair Michael Wynne presented Steamboat
licensee Kath Brain with their CAMRA 50th Anniversary Golden Award. (See full
story reported in last month’s CAMRA Angle Online) The venue was one of 32
pubs nationally receiving this recognition after being judged as making a
significant contribution to the aims of CAMRA over the last 50 years.
The pub is the only pub in the North East region to make the list. This adds to the
many awards the Steamboat has already received, namely being Sunderland and
South Tyneside Pub of the Year eight times. This is a branch record!
A large banner celebrating the award now hangs above the front door.
The wording on the award says:-

In recognition of
the successes of the pub over the years: for standing the
test of time, being convivial,characterful and community
focused, and consistently pouring a great pint.
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BREWERY UPDATE
Gavin Sutherland, Brewery and Development Manager reports
We are brewing, bottling and supplying as much to pubs and
individuals as possible. A couple of our beers ( Beagle Blonde
and Rolling Hitch) feature at the Tynedale Beer Festival this year..
Darwin provides delivery to SR, NE and DH postcodes as
well a click and collect. (Mon - Thurs) - See website for more
info https://www.darwinbrewery.com/
Phone number is 0191 5499450

Maxim have reported their busiest period ever,
even resorting to brewing on August Bank Holiday
Monday. Samson continues to sell at the Stadium
of Light.
The seasonal beer available is Topaz, a 4.4%
South Pacific ( i.e., New Zealand) Pale ale.
As reported on page 12,Maxim featured at the
SIBA ( Society of Independent Brewers) North
East finals at the Gateshead Rugby Club Beer and
Music Festival .Raspberry Porter achieved Bronze
in the Cask Speciality Mid- Dark beer category
and Silver in the bottled version.
MD Mark Anderson ( on the left) presented with
the Bronze Award

For drive thru orders by phone, call 0191 5848844 between 10am and 3pm
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday.
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BREWERY UPDATE continued
The brewery sponsored a player and a coach
of Boldon CA ( Community Association)
football club for the whole season. They also
supply cask ale for South Shields Football Club.

The current brewery taproom opening times
are :
Thursday 3pm - 10pm ; Friday- Sunday 12pm - 10pm. Their bottle shop click and
collect is open during taproom hours.
Contact details - 07927 051236. Unit J Portberry St, South Shields NE33 1QX
https://www.1morethan2brew.com/

The latest big news from Vaux was the announcement of a new Head Brewer. Les
Stoker was appointed last Month and he has wasted no time in producing his first
cask ale which is a hop forward hazy pale ale at around 4.3% with all it going into
cask. It should be racked by the time you are reading this update and available in
their Tap Room and locals soon.
Les of course has a very good reputation from his time brewing at Anarchy and
more recently at Alpha Delta. I am told that he and the Vaux team have been planning to add more cask ale to their range soon as well as Keg and cans. Their latest
craft was a first collaboration with Phantom Brew Co.; a 6% take on a smoothie
called Blowing Raspberries. It might not be as healthy as the original smoothie but
it sounds a lot more satisfying!
The Tap Room continues to open Friday to Sunday and for special events. This
offers 10 kegs on their tap wall, usually 3 casks made up from their own and guest
beers. As you might expect the range on offer is increased with a wide range of can
and bottled beers in the fridge. Most weekends they have street food vans in
attendance and have recently been experimenting with some music on offer. See
their social media for the latest of what is happening each weekend as bookings are
advised on busy ones.
https://www.vaux.beer/

Rob Ellwood

.
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N

https://wb.camra.org.uk/
What’s Brewing has seven sections:Home - Campaign - Pub - Industry - Opinion - Regional - BEER Magazine

Here is some recommended reading :-

Industry :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/industry
● Cider Country review - an interesting read about the history of cider
● Small brewers left in limbo over duty changes - Includes comment from CAMRA Chair Nik Antona.
● Buy local beer to beat shortages. - A plea from SIBA ( Society of Independent Brewers) .

Opinion - https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion
● Brewers abhor a vacuum by Roger Protz
● A review of a new CAMRA book, Modern British Beer.
● Cask beer is on the up by Roger Protz, who is optimistic about the future of
cask beer.

Regional ( North East) - https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east
● A report about the Steamboat Gold Award (also under pub)
● An article called “ Samson cuts football deal” revisits Maxim’s deal with
Sunderland AFC and Maxim Coors..
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PUBS CODE :- A CAMRA press release.
Commenting on the publication of new academic research by Liz Hind and Jed
Meers of the University of York on the operation of the statutory Pubs Code in
England and Wales, CAMRA Chairman Nik Antona said:
The evidence from hard working licencees running tied pubs on which this paper is
based backs up what CAMRA has been telling the Government for years – that the
Pubs Code needs substantial changes to make sure the Code is fit for purpose.
“Tied pub tenants need proper reform of the Pubs Code to make sure that they are
properly supported as they recover from the impact of the pandemic, rather than
subjected to unfair or potentially unlawful treatment.
“Ministers are currently consulting on small changes to the Code and must, as this
research suggests, make improvements to the arbitration process.
“However, the upcoming second statutory review of the Code must make more
widespread and meaningful change to make sure the Code’s principles of ‘no
worse off’ and ‘fair and lawful dealing’ are applied in practice.
“CAMRA is also calling on the Scottish Government to learn the lessons from this
research to make sure that the forthcoming statutory Pubs Code in Scotland is fit
for purpose from day one.”
The full paper ( 26 pages) can be found here :https://privpapers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3905786

Group discounts on Railtrail Tours in UK
Railtrail Tours organise quality escorted rail holidays by
train. Experience great railway journeys – including
Steam, Rail and Ale tours - from your home railway
station to wonderful destinations throughout the UK.
CAMRA members can now get a 5% discount on group
bookings of 5 or more people.
https://www.railtrail.co.uk/
All you need to do is choose your holiday, call Railtrail Tours on 01538 382323
(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) and quote CAMRA5.
Bookings can only be taken by ‘phone and not via the internet.
Please note that this is promotion run by Railtrail Tours and not by CAMRA and we
recommend checking cancellation policies and reviews before booking.
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Voting for the next round of the competition opened on 1st September and runs till
1st November. You can read the guide to voting on: cbob.camra.org.uk
The big change this year is that the styles of beer you can vote for have been
updated. There are now 12 different categories you can choose your favourites
from, rather than 10.( See below)
This is due to a full review that has taken place of the CAMRA Beer Styles. The
updates reflect the growth in the different styles of beers that are brewed, and are
there to help ensure that CAMRA’s premier competition remains relevant.
On the next page is the opportunity to learn more about these new styles
Milds up to and including 4% ABV
(Alcohol By Volume)

Session Bitters up to and including
4.3% ABV

Premium Bitters 4.4% - 6.4% ABV

Session Pale, Blond and Golden Ales
up to and including 4.3% ABV

Premium Pale, Blond and Golden Ales British and New World IPA’s 5.5%
4.4% - 6.4% ABV
ABV and above.
Brown and Red Ales, Old Ales and
Strong Milds 4.1% - 6.4% ABV

Session Stouts and Porters up to and
including 4.9% ABV

Strong Stouts and Porters including
Imperial Stouts and Baltic Porters 5%
ABV and above
Speciality Beers - differently produced

Barley Wines and Strong Ales 6.5%
ABV and above
Speciality Beers - Flavoured
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CAMRA’S NEW BEER STYLE TRAINING
To help members understand the new
beer styles shown on the previous
page, free training sessions have
been set up.
Below is a brief overview:

CAMRA also have training for any
members interested in joining a
CAMRA Tasting Panel.
Introduction to CAMRA’s Tasting Panels
– Saturday 18th September 4-6.30pm

CAMRA is only too aware that beer
styles in the UK aren’t static. You only
have to look at the growth of American
Pale Ales, Golden Ales and foreign beer
styles such as Sours to see what a great
time is to be a beer drinker.

https://event.bookitbee.com/33773/ca
mras-tasting-panels-what-they-do-2

To reflect these changes, but also to
continue to campaign for endangered
traditional beers, CAMRA has reviewed
the styles and categories they will be
using for judging the prestigious
Champion Beer of Britain.

This session, open to CAMRA members,
takes you through why CAMRA has
tasting panels, and how you can get
involved and be part of choosing beers
for the Champion Beer of Britain and
writing tasting notes for the Good Beer
Guide.

Click on the link below for more
information and to book your place for .

Hosted by Christine Cryne.

Saturday 11 September 11am-1.30pm
https://event.bookitbee.com/32724/ca
mras-new-beer-styles-the-what-andthe-why-12

IDENTIFYING BEER FAULTS
Lynda Johnson from the Furness CAMRA branch has written an article on the
CAMRA Learn and Discover website about identifying faults in beer and how to
complain politely if you think your beer is not right
The document is seven pages long but is worth a read .
It can be downloaded here :https://www1-camra.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/08/25143704/Identifying-Beer-Faults-and-how-tocomplain-politely.pdf
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TRIED AND TESTED AT SIBA! - Terry Ford
On Friday 27th of August the Society
of Independent Brewers’ (SIBA) held
their North East Independent Beer
Awards at Gateshead Rugby Club , This
coincided with the Club’s Beer and
Music Festival, which was being held
over the Bank Holiday weekend.

The next class I had was Cask Session
IPA up to 4.3% As these beers were all
the same style, it was a much easier
class to judge.

Other coherced branch members and
myself (chaperoned by the editor of this
publication) were invited to judge.
Proceedings started at 10:30 and we
were expecting to finish at 3:00.

At one o’clock we headed off to the
rugby club marquee for pizza, hot dogs
or doner kebabs. They had six bands
playing on Friday and the first was the
excellent Low Fell Ukes! ( See photo)

We were to judge at least 3 classes each
with points being awarded for
● Appearance (10)
● Aroma (10)
● Flavour (20)
● Aftertaste (10)
● Saleability (10)
and the 3 beers with the most marks
were given Gold, Silver or Bronze
awards. Their was also an Overall
Champion Award for both Cask and
Bottle/Can.
My first class was Bottle/Can British Dark
Beers 4.5% to 6.4%. This class was
largely stouts, porters and old ales. Two
other judges and myself scored the
beers and rather pleasingly we all
agreed on the top 3 winners.

After lunch I judged Bottle/Can British
Dark Beer up to 4.4% there were 10
beers in this class and consisted of: Dark
Milds, Stout, Porters and Brown Ales.
My fourth class was Bottle/Can Premium
Pale Ales 4.4% to 5.4% there were only
6 in this class.

Continued Over
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I got roped in to judge the final much to
the chagrin of the editor! This had a
whopping 16 beers to judge. ( Editor’s
note :- well, do you blame me !) These
were the top scoring beers out of all the
other classes. Again we all agreed on
the top three beers of the show.

Cullercoats Brewery, won four awards One Silver and three Bronze, which included the overall Champion in 2019,
Polly Donkin Oatmeal Stout.

The prize giving was held from about 4
o’clock.
The Overall Champion of the Cask
Competition was won by Metalhead
Brewery of North Shields. Lydia Soucy
is presented with the overall champion
award below

Anna Scantlebury (above) is presented
with one of their awards.
For the full list click on this link to the
SIBA website
http://beercomp.barsbank.com/?page
_id=5859

This is their first appearance at these
awards, having only opened in August
2019. In total they secured a pretty
impressive haul ( see picture above) :Overall Cask and Cask Session IPA up
to 4.3% :Gold Pretty Vacant

Rather oddly after all this hard work, I
lost track of how many beers I tasted but
I think it was about 48. My CAMRA
colleagues retired exhausted to the beer
festival which had about 50 hand pulls
on. ( We only had a half then left for the
bus - ed).
Sadly I had to leave and then go out for
my normal Friday night session with my
mates!
Cheers Terry

3.8%

Cask Dark Beer up to 4.4%
Gold Best Mate 4.2%
Cask Speciality Light Beers
Bronze Coconut Shy
-

4.3%
All photos by the author except above
from Lydia Soucy ( Metalhead Brewery)
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THE QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1

The answers to all these questions are in what order ?

2

What is the capital of Argentina ?

3

Who brews Polly Donkin Stout ?

4

6

In fiction, name the flat planet supported by four elephants standing on the
back of a giant turtle.
What was the profession of Barry , played by Timothy Spall, in Auf
Wedersehen Pet ?
Ol’ Blue Eyes and The Voice were nicknames of which singer ?

7

Which variety of apple was used by The Beatles for their record label?

8

Edam cheese is named after a town in which country?

5

9

Which song plays on the radio at the start of every day in the film Groundhog
Day ?
10 Who became US President at the age of 43 years and 236 days
11 What is another name for wild cherry liqueur?
12 What is the capital of Tibet?
13 Name the only American state that has a one syllable name
14 What type of parrot featured in the Monty Python parrot sketch?
15 What is the informal name for an Academy Award?
16 The Vasco da Gama Bridge, the longest in the EU, is in which country?
17 What does the Q stand for in QANTAS, the Australian national airline?
18 Who directed the films “Oh What A Lovely War” and “Gandhi”
19 US born Jann Haworth was the co creator of which iconic record album cover
in 1967?
20 Who wrote the novel Jude The Obscure?
21 Which group had a number one hit with Red Red Wine in 1983?
22 Who wrote The novel The Hunchback of Notre Dame?
23 What does an anemometer measure?
24 Which musical instrument did you associate with Sir Patrick Moore
25 Name the Bee gees last number 1 hit ?
26 Which African country is surrounded by eight other countries ?
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Alphabetical
Buenos Aries
Cullercoats Brewery
Discworld (Terry Pratchett) .
Electrician
Frank Sinatra
Granny Smith
Holland
I Got You Babe ( Sonny and Cher)
John F Kennedy
Kirsch
Lhasa
Maine
Norwegian Blue
Oscar
Portugal
Queensland
Richard Attenborough
Sgt Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band
Thomas Hardy
UB 40
Victor Hugo
Wind speed
Xylophone
You Win Again
Zambia
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Sunderland and South Tyneside CAMRA: Contact Information

Website:

https://sst.camra.org.uk/

General issues/ queries Email:contact@sst.camra.org.uk
Pubs and Clubs. Email: pubsofficer@sst.camra.org.uk
Magazine enquiries Email:magazine01@sst.camra.org.uk
Advertising Email:ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
Social Media:
Twitter:
Facebook:
Facebook:
Instagram:

@SST_CAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/SSTCAMRA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSTCAMRA/ (Discussion Group)
https://instagram.com/sst_camra

16 - SUNDERLAND and SOUTH TYNESIDE - CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - SEPTEMBER 2021

