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CHAIRS REMARKS - Ian Monteith Preston
Since our last issue there has been a
branch meeting (Vaux Brewery Taproom, Sunderland) and a regional meeting (The Bridge Hotel, Newcastle). The
minutes of both now available online.
Top of the agenda for both meetings was
the election of a new Regional Director
(RD) (North East): Hubert Gieschen, a
former member of the National Executive
and previous chair of Tyneside and
Northumberland branch has been
elected for an initial one year period.

to take place in East Boldon ( see next
page ) but we also have details of events
in Seaham and Washington. I hope you’ll
be available for one or more of them and
the main intent is to enjoy ourselves! I
hope though that we use these
occasions to show support to venues we
don’t see very often, fly the flag and
possibly recruit a few new members.
You’re invited to these events as a
member but also bring your family and
friends as well. Details on the following
pages.

We welcome Hubert as RD and look
forward to working with him. It is also
time to thank Dave Brazier, our
previous long served RD (and member
of this branch) for everything he helped
the region achieve during his time in the
role.

Remember: Vote in our Pub and Club
of the Year ballot (Closes 12th
February) and get your beer scores
added/up to date before the end of the
month if you want them taken into account in our choice of Pubs we put in the
2023 Good Beer Guide.

After our branch meeting in Sunderland
in January our next formal meeting is not
until March in South Shields. The time
between allows us to focus on informal
social events. A music night is planned

Finally we hope to produce a printed
edition of CAMRA Angle soon. The main
delay is getting advertisers to cover the
costs. See details on page 7. I urge
every member to help here if you can.

PUB PROTECTION - Ian Monteith Preston
Since our last issue a planning application has been received to demolish The
Cavalier, Sunderland. The planning history for this venue shows several
applications to demolish dating back to the 1990’s. A previous application dating
from 2015 was eventually successful in 2018. However as planning permission is
only valid for three years it has now lapsed and new permission needed by the
developer.
Times however have changed since 2015 and Sunderland City Council’s new
local development plan introduced in 2020 gives more protection for pubs from
conversion/demolition so we watch this application with interest and the branch
has objected. The pub remains open but no real ale.
The application dated August 2021 to convert the derelict Wear Tavern,
Sunderland formerly the Pallion Inn) into shops and flats remains outstanding.
Finally to repeat from last month: Any member interested in an assistant PPO
role in the branch else anyone (member or not) belonging to a local “save my
local pub” group should get in touch.
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DIARY DATES
https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?page_id=42

FEBRUARY
PUB AND CLUB OF THE YEAR 2022.
Reminder
SEAHAM AFTERNOON SOCIAL. We
have been invited by Durham CAMRA
branch to their get together on
Wednesday 16th February .

STEPS NIGHT, Washington. All
welcome Five handpulls .
MID BOLDON CLUB MUSIC NIGHT see next page

Voting will close at midnight Saturday
12th February 2022.
Meet in Dempsey's on the sea front
front from 1.45 PM then onto The Hat &
Feather and then The Coal House
Micropub.
Details of all pubs can be found on
Whatpub. Go North East Drifter bus 60
runs every 12 minutes from Park Lane.
Wednesday 23rd February 2022 from
8pm. 47 Spout Lane Washington NE38
7HP
Thursday 24th February 2022 Mid
Boldon Club 60 Front St, East Boldon
NE36 0SH.

MARCH
WASHINGTON WANDER .

BRANCH MEETING

Friday 4th March. Meet in Sir William
De Wessyngton (opposite Concord Bus
Station) between 1 and 1.30pm , then
walk down Spout Lane to The Steps,
Cross Keys and The Washington
Arms in Washington Village.
Details of all pubs can be found on
Whatpub. Go North East buses from
Sunderland, South Shields and
Houghton stop opposite.
Wednesday March 9th 2022 The Cask
Lounge, 1-2 Charlotte St, South Shields
NE33 1QQ, 8pm.

APRIL
NATIONAL BASS DAY

April 16th all day

LOOK OUT FOR MORE DATES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
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SUNDERLAND AND SOUTH
TYNESIDE CAMRA PRESENTS
A MUSIC EVENING AT THE
MID BOLDON CLUB.
Thursday 24th February 2022
at 8pm. Free entry all welcome.
Featuring
Steamboat Collective
& Special Guests.
FO

ALES
L
A
E
UR R

Mid Boldon Club 60 Front
St East Boldon NE36 0SH
Entrance to the left, just
press the buzzer
GETTING THERE.
Bus 9 from Sunderland & Jarrow
Bus 30 from South Shields.
East Boldon Metro 12 minute
walk.
Parking on Front St nearby
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Peter Tong.
The up to date figures (with last months in brackets as usual)
National 159,502 (160,723)
Sunderland & South Tyneside 540 (544)
Tyneside & Northumberland 1720 (1722)
Cleveland 731 (728)
Darlington 386 (393)
Durham 704 (703)
The membership numbers from our local branches are holding up reasonably well.
We lose some and we gain some but we do need more ! Hopefully the long awaited
Newcastle beer festival will help us push on but meanwhile I've been out and about
in Sunderland distributing more membership leaflets to the city centre pubs and
chatting to pub landlords and managers. We are a very friendly group, please tell
your real ale drinking friends who are not members to join us as they will be made
really welcome.
Nationally we are around 1,200 members down from this time last month. This time
last year we saw a 3,000 decrease with recruitment of just 300 whereas this year
over 1,100 new members have joined up. So while we continue to see overall
losses there is some positivity and those the forthcoming festivals will be really
important to help maximise recruitment and to push on in 2022.

Peter Tong, Membership Secretary, Sunderrland & South Tyneside
CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend, AGM & Conference
will be hosted by our Sussex branches at the Winter
Garden in Eastbourne 8-10 April 2022.
After two years without a physical event, hundreds
of members have already registered to attend –
to see what Sussex has to offer by way of great beer
cider and perry. The weekend is a chance to meet
friends, make new ones, go on organised brewery
trips and take part in activities.
It’s free to attend and open to all CAMRA members.
The weekend is staffed by volunteers – with a range of opportunities to help
on offer.
All the information is on the event page – where you can register to attend /
sign up to help - go to
www.camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agm-conference
Or email membersweekend@camra.org.uk
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THE RETURN OF CAMRA ANGLE ?
Its been nearly two years since the last printed version of CAMRA Angle
was published. Subject to attracting sufficient advertisers, a one off 2022
issue will be available sometime this year ( fingers crossed).
This is the advert "flyer" that will be handed to publicans and will be
available online. If you know of any organisation that may interested in
promoting their business and supporting CAMRA, please get in touch.

CAMRA-ANGLE
ADVERTISING Your BUSINESS
CAMRA-ANGLE is the magazine of Sunderland &
South Tyneside Campaign for Real Ale. It is
distributed throughout the north-east and beyond,
and is a popular download from our website.
Advertising rates:
Full page (single issue) : £100.00
Half page (single issue): £55.00
Quarter page(single issue): £35.00
Free design service for adverts if required.
For further details email Ads01@sst.camra.org.uk
NOTE
For 2022 this will be a one off issue but any advertisements
placed in CAMRA Angle will also feature in our online issue
(CAMRA Angle Online) which appears monthly..
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PUB AND CLUB OF THE YEAR 2022
A reminder that the voting website for
our Sunderland and South Tyneside
"Pub of the Year" and "Club of the
Year" 2022 is still open.
Voting will close at midnight Saturday
12th February 2022.
Voting:
Voting is via our voting website which
can be found at

https://evp.sst.camra.org.uk/
In order to logon you will need your
CAMRA membership number and the
password you use to logon to all official
CAMRA websites. You also need to be a
current member of Sunderland and
South Tyneside branch.
If you are unable to logon you can reset
your password by visiting
https://account.camra.org.uk/resetpassword/
Once you have access to the voting
website you can vote for up to three
pubs and up to three clubs from the drop
down menus. {You must vote for a
minimum of one pub before your vote will
be accepted.}
After you have made your choice you will
be offered on screen a chance to review
and change your choice(s) or you can
exit without submitting a vote. However,
once you have submitted a vote you will
not be able to log back on and make any
change.

The pub/club obtaining the highest
number of points will be declared
Pub/Club of the year. The branch will
present winner and runner-up certificates
to the top two Pub/Club. A Pub “Top 12”
and a Club “Top 3” table will also be
announced which has proved popular in
recent years with the venues, public and
local media.
The choice of pubs on the ballot sheet is
limited to those pubs the branch has
entered into the 2022 edition of the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide.
The choice of clubs is made up of all
clubs within the branch area that serve
cask ale.
As branch Chair I encourage you to take
part and vote online. Sunderland and
South Tyneside branch enjoy one of the
highest voter turnouts nationally for this
competition and we want to continue in
that direction. Also even though the
branch has over 500 members we find
each year that this vote can be incredibly
close so every member vote can make a
difference to the winning/runner-up and
top 1/2/3 positions.
If you have any problems using the site
or concerns with the online vote please
contact the branch ballot returning officer
on evote@sst.camra.org.uk for
assistance.

Ian Monteith Preston

Further Information:
Your first choice pub and club will be
awarded 5 points, second choice 3
points and third choice 1 point.
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PUB NEWS
Refurbishment update
Two pubs in the branch have add recent
refurbishments.
The White Lion In Houghton le Spring
reopened in December last year after a
major refit. The pub is now very smart
and also very welcoming. It has large
and comfortable an L shaped bar area.
Four handpulls feature Double Maxim,
Theakstons Best, Landlord and
Wainwright.

There are still two serving areas one on
each floor. The ground floor has 10
handpulls , the first floor five. The
noticeable difference is that the centre of
the ground floor opens up above, with
the first floor now a effectively a balcony.
Being a Lloyds No 1 pub, it will still
feature late night music and still retains
its DJ and dance floor.

More news from Sunderland
A report in the Sunderland Echo
revealed The Peacock in Sunderland
have started a monthly Film Club.
The Ivy House has a new manager.
Called Natalie, she is a very welcoming
host. The previous incumbent, Aaron ,
now runs the Crown Posada in
Newcastle.

There is an extensive food menu
including breakfast from 0930. The pub
closes at 10pm every night.

At the back of the pub is a large beer
garden From here some large murals
can be seen on the back walls of the
pub.
After many delays, The Cooper Rose
has finally reopened. The original plan
was an internal refit and a new roof terrace. The latter is not yet finished - reopening date to be announced.

In the last issue it was reported that
Fitzgeralds has a new name. Well, yes
and no. Locally known as Fitzys, it has
still kept its official name. So now you
know.
During lockdown two last year, Chaplins
extended the back of the pub, giving a
small but quieter area away from the bar.
Most of the tables and pictures celebrate
Sunderland's industrial and shipbuilding
past.
The outside seating area in Derwent
Street at the back of the Cooper Rose
has been retained.
Recent pub surveys have discovered
that the following in Sunderland no
longer serve real ale :- Mill Italian
Kitchen, Mill View Club and The
Grange
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SUMMER OF PUB CAMPAIGN
CAMRA have advised that the Summer of Pub campaign will be running again this
year, so that those that want to take part can begin planning events, socials, or other
campaigning activity.
What the Campaign is all about
The campaign aims to rely on positive, feel-good vibes to remind people why they
love their local, and as a new focus for this year, rally people to head back and help
the trade recover from the effects of the pandemic.
We want to create opportunities for CAMRA members and the public to demonstrate
support for pubs and social clubs as well as the brewers and cider producers that
supply our favourite things to drink while we are there.
As happened in 2019 the Communications and Campaigns Teams will help to
accomplish this at a national level by capitalising on significant dates and events in
the calendar this summer, such as sporting events or public holidays, to continually
rally people to head down to their local.
What branches can do to take part
Promote any existing planned events or campaigning activities with the Summer of
Pub branding.
Plan socials, campaigning activity, and events. This could be absolutely anything
from ale or cider trails to mini beer festivals in pubs and social clubs, or events hosted
with local brewers or cider makers. Anything that encourages people to return to pubs
and clubs, and drink beer or cider can count.
Timings
Press and campaigning activity coordinated by the Communications and Campaigns
Teams will begin during the May Bank Holiday, and conclude on the August Bank
Holiday, however, branches do not need to feel constrained by these dates if they
want to choose a longer or shorter period during the warmer months.
Over the coming weeks, more information will be made available.
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BREWERY NEWS
Gavin Sutherland,
Brewery
Development
Manager reports
We plan this year to
try and get some more one-offs for cask
out and will make these available to local
trade. We will of course, keep the supply
of the core range in cask and bottle
widely available. I am hopeful that we
can increase our product range this year
and the number of outlets stocking our
products.
We have just employed a new member
of staff for the brewery through the
Kickstart scheme on an initial 1 year contract. Having this new Brewery Assistant
role should help free up some more time
to devote to encouraging sales across
the region
The Darwin provide delivery or click and
collect through their online shop :https://www.darwinbrewery.com/sh
op/

Due to rising costs for malt, energy etc
they will have to raise prices in the next
few weeks. This will be common across
the industry.
The brewery have decided that from now
on they will continue with the call and
drive thru collect service introduced
during the first lockdown.
Bottles and minicasks can be ordered
Wednesday - Friday between 10am and
3pm, although they wont turn anyone
away if called on a Monday or Tuesday
The phone number is 0191 5848844

Thanks to Vaux Brewery for opening up
on a cold Wednesday evening last
month to host our first branch meeting of
2022. As well as a cask ale and cider,
there were keykeg beers and a well
stocked bottle fridge .

In January
Maxim’s
seasonals
Raspberry Porter
and 7C’s sold out.
February's will be
NZ Pale and at the end of the month,
Sour Cherry and Chocolate Stout makes
a welcome return.
Coming up then ( up to end of April ) will
be Boxing Hare and All English; the latter
timed for St Georges Day
BRANCH BREWERY LIAISON OFFICERS ( BLO'S)
Darwin- Michael Wynne

darwinBLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Maxim - Ken Paul
One More than Two- Sid Dobson

maximBLO@sst.camra.org.uk
1morethan2BLO@sst.camra.org.uk

Vaux - Mo Moseley

vauxBLO@sst.camra.org.uk
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BREWERY NEWS FROM ELSEWHERE
Fyne Ales Brewery in Cairndow, Argyll
are celebrating the fact that they have
won the CAMRA Champion Beer of
Scotland award for their Jarl beer.
CAMRA have put together tasting panel
recommendations and branch member
nominations.
Orkney’s Dark Island was runner up.
Black Sheep Brewery are celebrating
their 30th birthday in September 2022. To
mark this occasion they have produced a
calendar of seasonal specials, one for
every month. Most are pale ales; a porter
called Astronomer appears in October.
For the full list, follow this link
https://www.blacksheepbrewery.com/
news/2022-seasonal-cask-beer-range/

See next page for an article
about Jennings Brewery

BRANCH VACANCIES
● Assistant Pub Protection Officers
● Assistant Webmaster
● Assistant Pubs Data Co ordinator
● Discovery Co Ordinator
To apply or talk about what’s involved just email contact@sst.camra.org.uk.
More information on CAMRA roles can be found
here: https://camra.org.uk/volunteers-area/branch-resources/branchinformation/ (CAMRA login required)
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THE END OF THE TASTE OF THE LAKE DISTRICT ? Michael Wynne
In Mid 2021, we saw worrying reports
about the eviction of long- standing
Jennings tenants from pubs in Northern
Cumbria.
Before this, the range of Jennings’ beers
had been rationalised with favourites like
Sneck Lifter relegated to the seasonal
and the core range reduced.
Jennings in Cockermouth has always
been the northern outpost of the
Marstons empire, but was considered
untouchable given the amount of money
spent to save it from flooding.
The local paper; Times &Star recently
reported that the brewery shop and
brewery tours will not reopen, having
closed as part of the COVID restrictions.
Anyone who has been to northwest
Cumbria will have visited the historic
market town of Cockermouth; and if you
are reading this, may have visited the
picturesque brewery as it was one of the
indoor activities available when it rained.
I have done the tour a few times.
When they lost the use of Whitehaven
Civic Hall, the West Cumbria Branch of
CAMRA held a festival of beers from the
county in the brewery’s maltings as part
of the Cockermouth Food Festival which
took place in September.
West Cumbria CAMRA issued this
statement

Cockermouth have been progressively
severed.
The final straw came in 2020 when
Marstons sold a controlling interest in all
its breweries to Danish giant Carlsberg.
It’s sad that with an increasing number of
domestic tourists visiting Cockermouth
that the popular brewery tours are no
longer on offer.
The future of the lovely old Castle
Brewery, which is the closest brewery to
a mediaeval castle in England, is looking
increasingly precarious, as Carlsberg
can literally brew any of their real ales at
any of their breweries.
It is reported for instance that some
Hobgoblin ales have been brewed at
Cockermouth and Jennings beers have
been brewed in the Midlands. But as real
ale connoisseurs can verify, when a
good beer is brewed at a different
brewery it rarely tastes the same. Even if
the beer recipe is unchanged, the design
of the brewing plant and different water
used can alter the flavour.
No doubt the original stone buildings at
the Castle Brewery would lend
themselves to redevelopment for
housing but it would be a tragedy for the
town to lose such a fine old brewery that
is still capable of turning out superb local
beer and providing worthwhile jobs’.

‘Carlsberg, who own the Jennings Castle
Brewery, are not going to reopen the
attractive brewery shop nor are they going to resume brewery tours, resulting in
about 7 redundancies. Regrettably,
Jennings was sold to Marstons in 2005,
since which time its close ties with
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https://wb.camra.org.uk/
What’s Brewing has seven sections:Home - Campaign - Pub - Industry - Opinion - Regional - BEER Magazine
Here is some recommended reading :Campaign :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/campaign
Pub :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/pub
Pub dream comes true after 12-year battle. News of the Travellers Rest in
Scorton, in between Scotch Corner and Richmond. As featured on Look North
recently. A share issue is in place to raise funds for the pubs refurbishment at £250
per share.
Fight for Fishers The story of the plan to save a pub in Horncliffe near Berwick
Industry :- https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/industry
Doom Bar heads cask beer top 10. - The list is shown below.
New date for Giant Pub Quiz on 9th - 15th May 2022
Opinion - https://wb.camra.org.uk/category/opinion
Regional - https://wb.camra.org.uk/tag/north-east

Top 10 best selling cask ales
Sharp’s Doom Bar (Molson Coors)
Greene King IPA (Green King)
Timothy Taylor Landlord (Timothy Taylor)
Fuller’s London Pride (Asahi)
Green King Abbot Ale (Greene King)
Wainwright (Marston’s)
Marston’s Pedigree (Marston’s)
St Austell Tribute Ale (St Austell)
Caledonian Deuchars IPA (Heineken)
Ruddles Best (Greene King)
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FROM CAMRA HQ.
PRESS RELEASES
Inclusivity a priority in CAMRA’s future
CAMRA has launched a consultation into inclusivity, diversity, and equality within
the Campaign and at its events.
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/inclusivity-a-priority-in-camras-future/
New research finds that small brewers are excluded from Government proposals to support beer and pubs
CAMRA and SIBA are urging the Treasury to amend tax plans to help small brewers and cask beer thrive.
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/new-research-finds-that-small-brewersare-excluded-fromgovernment-proposals-to-support-beer-and-pubs/
United Kingdom of Beer shines a spotlight on the best beer available in bottle and can in the British Isles
A new book from renowned beer writer Adrian Tierney-Jones will take readers on a
fascinating journey across the British Isles, exploring 250 of the finest beers
available in bottles and cans. ( See also page 25)
https://camra.org.uk/press_release/united-kingdom-of-beer-shines-a-spotlight-onthe-best-beer-available-in-bottle-and-can-in-the-british-isles/
MEMO FROM GILLIAN HOUGH - Chair Real Ale Cider and Perry Campaigns
Committee
At CAMRA Conference in 2021, the following motion was proposed and carried:
This Conference notes with alarm the consequences of Brexit on the now
complicated processes needed to import and export beer to and from the EU. This
Conference instructs the National Executive to open discussions with all relevant
parties to ensure bottlenecks and red tape are minimised.
This motion was handed to Real Ale, Cider and Perry Campaigns Committee to set
up a working group to discuss the situation and report back to the National
Executive with recommendations of how to achieve the spirit of the motion.
The Committee have been monitoring the situation and waiting for import and
export activity to settle down before launching an appeal for volunteers. While we
believe that situation remains volatile, we do not want to delay this important work
further .Therefore I am inviting members to come forward and apply to be part of
this Import and Export Working Group.
If you are interested, please email gillian.hough@camra.org.uk with a short outline
(200 words max) of what you could bring to the group, including any relevant
professional or voluntary experience.
Meetings will take place online via Teams on weekday evenings.
15 - SUNDERLAND and SOUTH TYNESIDE - CAMRA ANGLE ONLINE - FEBRUARY 2022

SOUTH SHIELDS COAST ROAD - GYPSIES GREEN TO MARINE
PARK. The Wandering Bear looks back on October 2020
This was to be my last wander before the
2nd lockdown began in November… and
what a dreadful year 2020 had been for
so many reasons.
My youngest son’s first year has been
blighted by self-isolation, the closure of
his nursery and soft play, the cessation
of his developmental classes. My eldest
son has missed out on school, seeing his
friends and attending his sports
activities. My wife and I, although lucky
enough to have still been able to work,
have lost friends and family members
without being able to say a proper
goodbye. And I count ourselves as being
lucky, as I know of too many people who
have suffered much greater difficulties.
Oh how long ago it seems that you could
just wander into a pub and get a pint at
the bar without having booked a table,
have your temperature taken on arrival,
sign in to an App, sanitising your hands
every 2 minutes etc etc etc.
As I type this I wonder why pubs and
gyms are set to close, yet universities
can remain open? I doubt I will ever find
the answer, but it really hammers home
to me the necessity to get out there and
visit pubs whether they are local or
further afield, and even whether they sell
real ale or not. How many pubs will
reopen when all of this is over? How
many will remain closed, never to
reopen? How much will our communities
have changed?
Still, on a bright and mild October
afternoon I bartered for a lift off the wife
to South Shields, and started with a pint
of Hobgoblin Gold (priced at £3.25) at
the New Crown just opposite Gypsies
Green stadium. This large pub is part of

the Marston’s chain and is as well (but
blandly) appointed as any other. It holds
a commanding position at the
roundabout at the top of Mowbray Road,
between the Leas and Westoe Crown
Village.
Hobgoblin was the only handpull
available, with a further two pumps lying
empty. There may have been some real
ale in bottles in the fridges but as I
wasn’t able to approach the bar I can’t
say for sure.
The pub was busy when I arrived, as
people had booked in to watch the
football. However, with it being such a
large pub there was no problem in me
finding a quiet seat. As per my recent
wanders, I wasn’t able to walk around
the place and take notes, so all of my
musings had to come from my static
vantage point at my table. As I say,
some football match or other was on the
TV and various socially-distanced groups
were happily enjoying the distraction of
it.
There is a large outdoor seating area to
the front of the pub, and a large car park
to the rear. It advertises itself as being
dog-friendly, and there is a varied
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Continued

South Shields Coast Road - Gypsies Green to Marine Park -cont
and reasonably priced food menu which
looked nice.
As it was almost Halloween, the spooky
decorations were out in force and I
particularly liked an evening that was
advertised where you can take the kids
along to watch a scary movie and get fed
all for only £7… what a great idea.
I couldn’t find much history on the
building, and the pub currently doesn’t
have much in the way of character, but I
enjoyed a perfectly good pint and the
service was impeccable. The New
Crown will always hold a special place in
my heart as it was here in 2017 where I
literally defrosted my feet after the
coldest Boxing Day Dip I had (and still
have!) ever done!

Next up, the Sand Dancer (or is it the
Sandancer?) which is a short walk
towards the sea. An old favourite of
mine, from when I was a youngster and
the South Shields pub scene was
heaving nigh on every night.
I again managed to get in without
booking and paid a slightly pricey £4.15
for a pint of Laine Brewery Rippa. The
price was a little easier to take when the
pint came in its correctly branded glass,
and I was positively over the moon with
the price when I had a first taste… it was
delicious!

I sat in a corner near a lovely looking
aquarium and checked the place out.
The Sand Dancer had a lovely ambience
to it, with subdued lighting and a
comforting hum of conversation in the
background. Again, this is a dog-friendly
place, as would be expected being in
such a location. It even has a little
‘doggy menu’ for our four-legged friends.
Absolutely splendid.
There was a large collection of spirits
behind the very attractive bar area, and
the beer garden was spacious and wellappointed with beach huts etc. The
menu is large and well-priced, and the
pub was busy with diners during my visit.
The beautiful open fire place wasn’t on,
but I bet it would be a pleasure to sit
beside while the cold wind is blowing
outside in the middle of winter. Live
music is advertised and there is social
media presence to help you keep on top
of what’s going on.
Again, I couldn’t find much history but I
am aware that there has recently been a
£130,000 refurbishment and from what I
saw it certainly was money well spent.
I was going to miss this next place out as
it appeared to be more of a restaurant /
carvery, but some more very fond
memories of years gone by persuaded
me to pop in to Platform 33 anyway.
Previously known as the Rattler, and the
Ginger Giraffe, Platform 33 was very
busy with Sunday diners but I managed
to get a table in a quiet corner and
ordered a half of Maltsmith’s for £2.30.
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Continued

South Shields Coast Road - Gypsies Green to Marine Park - cont
Camra leaflets were distributed however,
I saw no real ale. Obviously though, I
was unable to have a proper look around
so there may have been something
somewhere. Large TV’s were dotted
around, but the sound was muted and
instead there was some pleasant music
to create the atmosphere.

described in my notes as a ‘strange mix’
so goodness knows what was playing.
Old photographs of South Shields
adorned the walls and it’s a Pubwatch
2020 member which is always a good
sign.
This quirky restaurant / pub is a lovely
place to visit… the train carriages that
make up either side of the venue are
both ‘proper’ old train carriages and the
clock atop the building is also quite
famous I seem to remember however,
yet again, I couldn’t find anything online
about its history.
I fired off a quick text message to my
long suffering wife to tell her I was
running late (again!) and I ventured in to
the final place on this Wander… the New
Sundial.
A large, imposing pub situated in a prime
location right in the thick of the action,
the Sundial was very quiet when I
visited. This could be due to the time as
most afternoon diners would have left
and there would be the inevitable lull
before the evening revelers turned up.
I spent £4.30 on a pint of Blue Moon as
there was no real ale (yet again!). As I
say, it was very quiet but I didn’t mind
that, there were no TV’s but music
played in the background which I

Large areas of the pub were closed off
due to social distancing, which is a real
shame. The Sundial is usually busy in
summer, situated as it is smack bang in
the middle of the Funfair, Arcades,
Beach, Marine Park and Bents Park and
also not being too far of a walk to Ocean
Road and the Bus / Metro station. It also
boasts a Function Room and Balcony
with fantastic views across the beach
and the sea.
Sadly though, a combination of my
timing, the weather, and these awful
lockdown measures dampened what
would usually have been a thoroughly
enjoyable pint. I have every faith that
when things return to normal this will be
the place to be… hopefully they’ll get
some real ale by then as well.
And so ended another wander, hopefully
it won’t be too long before I can get back
out wandering again.
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IN SEARCH OF AN ENDANGERED SPECIES - Michael Wynne
Go into a pub, any pub. The chances are
there will be a Bass mirror on the wall.
Many thousands of them across the
country pay homage to one of the
world’s finest cask ales. Yet, there are
now less than 500 pubs in Britain selling
Bass on a regular basis. The unintended
consequences of government legislation
have left Draught Bass languishing in the
brand basement of AB InBev. That it has
survived at all is a miracle.
Annual production peaked at 800.000
barrels a year but has dropped to
35,000. There are only 7 pubs in Greater
London regularly selling Draught Bass, 6
in Yorkshire and 3 in Scotland.
It’s just too good to let it fade away. Even
in 2011 it was reported to be in 3,000
pubs on a permanent basis. If you live in
Staffordshire or the East Midlands, you
are in Draught Bass Heaven! It’s now
time to celebrate its survival and look
forward. National Bass Day 2022 is on
Easter Saturday, 16th April and it
coincides with William Bass buying his
Burton brewery in 1777. The “red
triangle” was the world’s first registered
trademark.
You can make a difference by supporting
National Bass Day 2022. If you care
about beer and pubs
Draught Bass, currently brewed under
licence by Marston’s in Burton, is one of
the most well-crafted traditional beers
coming out of any brewery in England
There’s no doubt that Draught Bass
needs expert cellaring, it needs time and
care. However, in the right hands it’s a
subtle gem that sells very well and gains
a loyal following.

So have a pint or two of Draught Bass on
Easter Saturday!
In the North East, there are 6 in Tyne
and Wear and 5 in County Durham. The
pubs in Tyne and Wear are:
· County, Gosforth
§ Crow's Nest and the Old George in
central Newcastle
· Millstone, South Gosforth
· Low Lights Tavern, North Shields
· Tynemouth Lodge Hotel, Tynemouth
Since 2020, we have lost our only
permanent Bass outlet. The Stags Head
in South Shields no longer sells real ale.
Additionally, the beer makes an
appearance as a guest ale in the Marine
and Cask Lounge in South Shields. The
nearest outlet in Durham is the Half
Moon in Durham City.
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Continued

IN SEARCH OF AN ENDANGERED SPECIES - continued
Travel restrictions permitting, The Sun
Inn off Stockton High Street is worth a
look. It claimed to have the largest sales
of Draught Bass in the country and a pint
is pulled every 4 minutes.
The Sun maintains the Teeside tradition
of ‘banking’ the beer. This means pint
glasses are half filled from a handpump
with a very tight sparkler, then placed in
a fridge until need then topped up from
another pump with no sparkler giving a
thick head that stands about an inch
above the top of the glass.

and a mentioned a beer called Bass
Reserve ( 5.6%) was being trialled in
Nottingham. I cannot find any mention of
the beer anywhere on the AB - Inbev
website.
This article was originally published in
Spring 2020, to mark the first National
Bass Day. Due to COVID restrictions,
this was cancelled.

The Spring 2021 issue of Beer Magazine
included an article on the history of
Draught Bass

COVID WORKING GROUP
In line with the various government announcements this week, and further to
earlier memos, the CAMRA Covid Working Group have updated recommendations
for CAMRA activities
England
Formal CAMRA face to face gatherings of any type, meetings or socials, can take
place but if you feel that online is safer and is preferred by some then please
consider a hybrid approach to meetings.
If guidelines change to restrict numbers of people allowed at a gathering then
please follow local guidelines. If this arises please do not have further face-to-face
CAMRA branch, meetings or socials, or regional meetings until that restriction is
lifted.
Festivals – all regions
We strongly recommend all festivals that are planned for the first three months of
2022 should hold off spending money until the last possible moment in order to
protect our finances. No festival should commit money without agreement from the
events director, Jonathan Kemp, who is on the Covid working group, who will be in
touch with each festival currently in the planning stages for this period.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME - Part Two - Pubs. Ken Paul
There are many pubs named after
various coloured animals such as lions,
horses and bulls. There are also several
versions of Lambtons in the North East,
such as The Lambton Worm and The
Lambton Arms. These are unique to the
North East. And not forgetting all the Dun
Cows.
.
This article is not about these , but those
with more unusual and sometimes
unique names. Here are just a few

(Harold) Wilson in Huddersfield and the
William Rufus in Carlisle.
Stanley Jefferson was the original name
of comedian Stan Laurel. Although he
was born in Ulverston his parents moved
to Bishop Auckland, where he was
baptised in 1891 and he attended the
local grammar school. In recognition of
this. The Stanley Jefferson pub in the
town centre has Stan's head forming
part of the pub sign.

The Moon Under Water seems to be
unusual but there are at least 13 pubs
with this name. Named after a George
Orwell Essay about what his ideal pub
should be.
So first, in Newcastle is The Crown
Posada which reopened just before
Christmas last year. This famous
institution was originally called The
Crown. Legend has it that the pub was
bought by a Spanish sea captain for his
mistress. The name Posada, means inn
or resting place.

Heading south we arrive in York . The
Three Legged Mare (above) takes its
name from a three man hanging device
used in York .The last hanging in York
was 1896, so breathe easy. The pub is
locally known as the Wonky Donkey. A
former York Brewery pub, now owned by
Black Sheep. There is allegedly a replica
of said device in the pub garden.
Across the Pennines now to Greater
Manchester there are two pubs to
mention. The first is The Peveril of the
Peak in the city centre The pub dates
from 1830 and is either named
after a 1823 Sir Walter Scott novel of the
same name or a horse-drawn
stagecoach that departed from the
nearby Coach Office.

There are dozens of pubs named after
famous people. There is The Alexander
Graham Bell in Edinburgh, The Lord

Either way, this historic pub is well worth
a visit.
Continued
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WHAT'S IN A NAME CONTINUED

For more historical information :https://pubheritage.camra.org.uk/pub
s/83

1640, became Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas. This was the second
highest court in English law. The pub
retains several original features, such as
a cell and a dock.
This photo
was taken
from the
prisoners
dock towards the
judges
bench.

Peveril of The Peak
A few miles away is The Old Thirteenth
Cheshire Astley Volunteer Rifleman
Corps Inn in Market Street Stalybridge.
To save counting the name has 55
letters and is the longest pub name in
the UK.
Known locally as The Rifleman, It was
originally located in Astley Street nearby
till the Stalybridge Tavern was taken
over and renamed with the longest
name. The pub with the original name
now has the shortest name..Q.
Thanks to High Peak, Tameside & North
East Cheshire CAMRA for clearing that
one up !
Moving up the M6 we come to the Lakes
and Keswick.
The Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas opened in 2014 and was a former
magistrates’ court and police station, in
use until 2000.
Named after local lawyer and judge Sir
John Bankes. Born in 1589 was an MP ,
knighted in 1631. Three years later, he
was appointed Attorney-General and, in

Last but not least we head to Glasgow.
Located in The Merchant City area of the
city centre can be found The Babbity
Bowster.
The name of
this pleasant
pub, restaurant
and hotel
comes from an
old Scottish
dance and
children’s
game.
Babbity means
“bob” and
Bowster was the wheel - shaft in a
watermill.
Quite how you can relate a country
dance to a watermill wheel shaft defeats
me.
This is just a small personal collection of
the many pub names in the UK. The only
one not visited ( yet ) is the one with 55
letters. Its on my list.
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PUB COMPANIES - WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO - Part 4
PAUL AINSWORTH
The CAMRA Pub and Club Campaigns Committee feels that many members would
find it helpful to have more information about the companies that control many of
our pubs. In the July 2021 issue OF CAMRA Angle Online was the first in a series
of articles aimed at raising awareness about pub companies and how they work
https://sst-arch.camra.org.uk/viewnode.php?id=65188
The aim is to let the facts speak for themselves so that members can make up their
own minds about the positive or negative effects of these practices on our pubs
and the folk who run them.
This is the fourth in the series.
PUB COMPANIES – HOW THEY MAKE
MONEY
Introduction
It goes without saying that pub
first and foremost businesses whose
main objective is to make money. There
is no reason, though, why companies
cannot both be profitable and own pubs
that offer customers great pub
either directly or via their
tenants/lessees. Also, pubs are not just
businesses; they are an integral part of
our social network so community
responsibilities are attached to their
ownership (and hence the protections
afforded to pubs by the planning
system). Some companies have been
accused of putting short-term profit
ahead of long-term commitment to their
pub estates – and we’ll return to this in a
later article.
Managed Pubs
We saw in the previous article that pub
companies are increasing the number of
pubs they manage, either directly or
through retail agreements. The
advantage for them is control over every

aspect of the pub operation – stock,
pricing, staffing, opening hours, décor
and so on. The bigger companies can
use their buying power to command significant discounts from suppliers,
including brewers. They can standardise
elements of the customer offer, like
menus, which also bring economies of
scale. Efficient practices can be
identified and then applied across every
outlet.
The danger, of course, is that pubs
become identikit and certainly some
branded operations are pretty much the
same wherever in the country you find
them with choice and character being
sacrificed to conformity.
Other companies, though, take great
care to ensure the individuality of their
pubs, notably by the way they are designed and fitted out – so a balance can
be achieved. It must also be said that
many customers value consistency and
like to know in advance what they can
expect to get.
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continued

Pub companies - who they are and what they do - part 4 continued

Tenanted/Leased Pubs
Companies derive income from their
tenants/lessees in two main ways –‘dry’
rent and ‘wet’ rent.

There are other ways in which
companies can extract money from
tenants/lessees but, again, we'll get onto
these later.
Pub Disposals

The dry rent is what you pay to occupy
the building. Typically, there will be an
initial deposit then a monthly rent,
agreed for a three to five year term. Pub
companies claim that their rent levels will
generally be lower than the market rent
for an equivalent property and so
represent a relatively low-cost entry to a
business that also provides a roof over
your head. In fact, surveys by the
Association of Licensed Multiple
Retailers show that rent as a proportion
of turnover (the key figure) is on average
higher for tied pubs than free-of-tie
leased pubs. The rent will be reviewed at
the end of the term; we'll come back to
the issues that can arise in a future
article..

The wet rent is what you pay the
company for beer and other supplies. As
a tenant, you'll normally be ‘tied’ to the
company and obliged to buy the
products they offer at the prices they
ask. With beer, for instance, that price
will usually be 50%-100% higher than
the free trade price. The company,
because of its bulk buying powers, will
pay less than that price anyway so the
profit for them from this income source is
considerable – a minimum of £10 per
barrel.. Some companies offer free-of-tie
tenancies and tenants can also try to use
the Pubs Code (more later) to obtain
freedom from the tie – but in both cases,
the quid pro quo will often be a
significant increase in the dry rent.

Pubs often occupy attractive,
well-located buildings. In many cases,
particularly in villages, they are worth
hugely more as houses than as pubs.
Others are on large plots of land which
make them attractive to developers. A
little while ago, over a hundred pubs a
year were being lost in conversions to
convenience stores, mainly in suburban
areas. The temptation for pub
companies, therefore, has been to
capitalise on their assets and flog off
pubs to make a quick profit.
Fortunately, and thanks to campaigning
by CAMRA and others, it’ now more
difficult to do this, in England at least (the
planning laws are less helpful in the rest
of the UK). Before 2017, planning
permission wasn't needed to demolish a
pub or convert it to a restaurant, a shop
or most kinds of office. A change in the
law means that consent is now required
for any change of use or demolition. Pub
losses have fallen greatly since then
despite all the recent difficulties for the
trade. Where a pub is clearly valued by
the local community, CAMRA will always
support objections to unwanted planning
applications. On the other hand, it must
be acknowledged that some pubs find
themselves in the wrong place at the
wrong time, because the previous
clientele is no longer there or because of
demographic changes in the area, and
change of use in these circumstances
would be reasonable and even welcome.
Continued
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Pub companies - who they are and what they do - part 4 continued
The Pandemic
The pandemic has, of course, hit both
pub companies and their tenants/lessees
hard. Stonegate, for instance, reported a
loss of £46m for the year ending 27/9/20
Some pub companies have been
criticised for their attitude to rent
reductions or payment holidays for their
tenants. Others, like Admiral Taverns,
behaved better, cancelling rents for three
months during the crisis.

At the time of writing (August 2021),
things were looking up for the trade
generally and demand for pubs, both in
the free trade and tenanted arenas, was
reported to be healthy. Running pubs
can (and should) be a profitable
business but, as campaigners, we want
all pub companies to appreciate that they
are custodians of a much-loved British
institution and to behave accordingly.

United Kingdom of Beer - Advert.
There is a thirst for good beer on these
islands, a thirst for beer that satisfies the
soul, quenches the thirst and leaves the
drinker glowing with satisfaction. You
might be in the mood for a muscular Best
Bitter, or a brooding, midnight-black
Imperial Stout as you cosy up with a loved
one on a cold winter’s night, or perhaps
you fancy a crisp and briskly amiable
lager while hanging out with friends on a
sunny afternoon.
Whatever avenue your desire takes you
down, whatever the occasion, be assured
that there is a beer for you and acclaimed
beer writer Adrian Tierney-Jones will help
you make the right choice with his selection of 250 of the very best beers in bottle
and can from around these islands.
Available from CAMRA Books
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THE QUIZ
(Answers on next page)
1

The echidna and the platypus appear on which country's coins?

2

Actor and singer James Michael Aloysius Bradford is better known as who ?

3

Name the US actor who has received the most Best Actor Oscar nominations

4

In which sport is 300 the perfect score?

5

Aloha is hello and goodbye in which US state?

6

Who succeeded Fabio Capello as England football manager in 2012?

7

Which of the London Underground lines is coloured brown?

8
9

Name the US President's official country retreat ?
In which US TV sitcom was the New York coffee house, Central Perk?

10 What is the capital of the Philippines?
11 In which UK city is Lime Street station/
12 Which group had a hit in 1970 with Love Grows Where My Rosemary Goes ?
13 Name the worlds oldest tennis tournament .
14 Who invented dynamite in 1866?
15 In which city is Heriot - Watt University?
16 What was the world's first registered trademark?
17 Of the three breweries in Tadcaster, North Yorkshire, name the only one that
produces real ale in the town?
18 Which brewery owns The Head of Steam pub chain?
19 In which town is Jennings Brewery?
20 In which Sunderland pub is this table top.?
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AND FINALLY - QUIZ ANSWERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Australia
Jimmy Nail
Jack Nicholson with 12
Ten Pin Bowling
Hawaii
Roy Hodgson
Bakerloo
Camp David
Friends
Manilla
Liverpool
Edison Lighthouse
Wimbledon - since 1877
Alfred Nobel
Edinburgh
The Bass triangle
Sam Smiths
Camerons
Cockermouth
Chaplins
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